CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
248- 437-8810
www.crossofchristlutheran.org           (Fax: 248-437-7708)                 Email:  crosslut@bignet.net             

D E C E M B E R , 2 0 1 1

		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade 
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays 9:00 a.m. & Friday 7:00 p.m. (once a month)
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. (designated Sundays)




Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

Merry Christmas!  We celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ during this holy month.  Perhaps you have already done some Christmas decorating and shopping.  We are in the season of Advent.  We prepare ourselves to celebrate the first coming of Jesus as a baby in Bethlehem.

Jesus is Immanuel – God with us.  “Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!   Hark the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!”  (LSB 380, v. 2)  God with us.  It could be a prayer reaching to the very limits of our needs and our desires – God be with us.  It could be a benediction, a blessing.  Every time we say good-bye to somebody we are sharing that blessing, Immanuel, for “good-bye” is an abbreviation of “God be with you.”  As we celebrate that great truth, I invite you to contemplate it, and ponder it in your heart, as Mary did when she first heard it.

In the birth foretold to the prophet Isaiah and, when its time was approaching, announced to Joseph the carpenter, we see an end to the awesome thought that God is a stranger and an enemy to be feared for His holiness and justice.  “The Lord Himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel”  (Isaiah 7:14)  “God with us” means “God as us.”  Born a boy to live as a man; talking with people; touching them; weeping for them; living as a man and dying as only a man can die.   In this life God with us means God on our side, taking our part.  Here is the truth that makes God a friend and an ally.  God was in Christ, “reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them”  ( 2 Cor. 5:19).  God with us, God as us, and God for us.  God counted your sins against Jesus when He was crucified.  You know God as your loving Father and Friend.  Christ made peace with God for you by shedding His blood on the cross.  You are in a condition of peace with God.  We sing, “peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled”  (LSB 380, v. 1).




PASTOR’S LETTER Continued
It may be, as you approach this Christmas, that not everything is as you would want it.  Relationships can be strained at this time as much as at any other, and probably more so.  Separations are especially painful at Christmas,  whether it be those we have loved and lost, or those who just have to be elsewhere.  Uncertainties and anxieties spoil the season of peace on earth – sickness, work, children, parents, even faulty cars and leaking roofs.  Despite all the efforts of the Advent voice to prepare the way of the Lord in our lives, and to sweep them clean and ready for our God with us, the way can seem anything but straight as it meanders past greed and selfishness, lust and bitterness within us.

Its probably too late to do anything about those things now, at least this side of Christmas.  Don’t panic and don’t despair.  God is with us and His plan for us will not be laid aside by any of these things; rather, He works all things for the good of those who love Him.  God in Christ will have you as you are.

God is with us to bless us during this month of December.  God will be with us to bless us on earth and forever in Heaven.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,
Pastor Terry Nelson

ADVENT MID-WEEK WORSHIP
We will be celebrating midweek Advent worship services on Wednesdays, November 30, December 7, and 14, at 7 p.m.     Set aside time to worship our Lord during this Advent season.

	Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship Services
5:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
+ With Holy Communion

Christmas Day Worship
10:00 a.m.
+ With Holy Communion




	SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st of this school year) through fifth grade.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.

YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for “Fun Nights”  – games, food, and fellowship.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m. on the first and third Sundays of the month.

CONFIRMATION instruction, for young people in 7th and 8th grades, is held Wednesdays from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  If you are interested in having your child join the group, give Pastor Nelson a call. 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Adult Bible Study is held Sundays at 9 a.m.  We are  beginning a study of the book of Daniel.  All are welcome!

	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

The Friday night Bible Study will meet Friday, December 9, at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a Christmas potluck celebration and Bible study.    All are welcome – even if this will be your first time.  We are viewing Focus on the Family’s DVD series, “The Truth Project,” led by Michael Abrash.  In this study we see how truth frames the nature of the cosmic battle that rages around us between the truth claims of God and the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.  The Truth Project launches into a systematic and comprehensive tour of looking at all of life from God’s perspective.  Whether we are talking about philosophy and ethics, anthropology, sociology, history or science, God has given to us a standard and a plan for seeing all of life the way He sees it.  Any questions, call Claudia & Michael at   248-924-2238 or the church office.

	Children’s Christmas Program

Main Program presented to church --
Sunday, December 18 – 10 a.m. 

Dress Rehearsal presented
Thursday, December 15 – 6:30 p.m.

Contact Information:  Janelle Lach (248-486-5644) 
Or leave a message with Chris (248-437-8810)

Practice Schedule:
Sun., Nov. 27	After Church        ALL Participants
Thurs., Dec. 1	6:30pm                Teen Choir & Narrators
Sun., Dec. 4		After Church        ALL Participants
Thurs., Dec. 8	6:30pm	      (tentative) 
Sun., Dec. 11	After Church        ALL Participants
Thurs., Dec. 15	6:30pm                ALL Participants


	CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

A Quarterly CONGREGATIONAL meeting will be held on Sunday, December 4, after worship to consider approval of the 2012 Budget.


	POINSETTIAS

	Sign up to purchase POINSETTIA plants for the church sanctuary for Christmas week.  The beautiful plants will be available for $15 each and may be taken home after the Christmas Eve worship services.   Cash or checks made payable to “Cross of Christ” may be placed in the offering plate, designated “Poinsettias.”  (Sixteen plants have been ordered.)

	OFFERING ENVELOPES

Members, your 2012 Offering Envelopes can be picked up in the church narthex.


	CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

“Preschool With a Plus”

Our preschool provides a program for children three and four years old by December 1st .  We presently have openings for three and four year olds. Pass the word on to friends and family.  Call the church/preschool office with any questions at 248-437-8810.

Consider a gift to the Preschool Scholarship Fund to provide tuition help for families with need.


	BLOOD DRIVE – DECEMBER 29

A Red Cross BLOOD DRIVE will be held here at Cross of Christ on Thursday, December 29.  As an added bonus -- Chandler and Onnalee Lach will receive college scholarships if enough pints of blood are collected.  Let’s support their efforts in organizing this event to replenish needed blood supplies during the holiday season.  (An appointment sheet will be available soon.)


	COFFEE HOUR will be hosted on Sunday, December 4, by the Board of Elders.

The Schedule below indicates which boards will host by setting up, supplying coffee and doughnuts, and then cleaning up.  A sign-up sheet will be posted a few weeks before on the Information Board for our congregation to help out by donating items for Coffee Hour.

January        Trustees                                            April                 Church Council
February       Altar Guild                                         May                 Preschool Board
March           Women’s Outreach


	ADULT CHOIR

People of all voices are welcome.  If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.  Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month.

	 HELP NEEDED

CHRISTMAS USHERS:
We are inviting our Ushers to sign up to help at one of the Christmas Eve worship services (5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.) and Christmas Day service (10 a.m.)  The list is posted on the Information Board.  Thank you!


	ACTIVE FAITH

Cross of Christ’s designated collection items for the month of December are Tuna and Pasta.  Non-perishable food donations and paper products are always welcome and may be placed in the box as you enter church.  Our congregation pledges $250 each month to Active Faith.  We encourage monetary donations to help us meet that pledge.  Checks to Cross of Christ may be designated “Active Faith.”


	WOMEN’S OUTREACH

Check out the church Gathering Hall . . . . . .
Santa’s Seconds Sale
(Used Christmas Decorations )
&
Santa’s Firsts Sale
(Never Been Used Gifts)
                                          
   * * * * * * * * * *



For many years Women’s Outreach has sponsored a gift collection to provide gift baskets for the ladies at the BERRY HOME in South Lyon.   Please send in 6 small similar-type items and place in the box provided by Sunday, December 11th. 

   * * * * * * * * * *


An Evening of 'Good Taste'

A progressive dinner is planned for Saturday, December 10th, beginning at 5p.m. This fun evening of fellowship and food will be hosted by several families as we mingle and get into the Christmas spirit. We will begin with holiday appetizers at the home of Michael and Claudia Abrash. Save room for the main course being served at the home of Bill and Ettie Ann Hirth . A selection of desserts will top off the evening at the home of Clarke and Linda Schroeder. 

What better way to celebrate the Season than by enjoying the warmth of friendship and the satisfaction of home-cooking in the Christmas atmosphere of our host homes.

The cost for this special evening will be $10 per person. Tickets will be on sale before and after our church services until December 4th.  Tickets will be limited to the first 32 people.


	Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org

The Calendar and Newsletter are available each month on this web site.  Also, if you would prefer this newsletter be emailed to you, email us: 
crosslut@bignet.net


	ALTAR FLOWERS

Look for the 2012 FLOWER CHART to be posted in December!  Flowers may be purchased for $16 per vase, in celebration of special events or in memory of loved ones, and taken home after the worship services.  Checks are made out to “Cross of Christ” – designated “Altar Flowers.”


	 COMMEMORATION OF THE 
+FAITHFUL DEPARTED+
All Saints Sunday – November 6, 2011

We remembered those called home to glory this past year:

Jeffrey David Bowman – March 6, 2011
Peggy Flook	- April 20, 2011	


	THANK YOU 

.   .  to Sue & Jim Zimmerman and Ettie Ann Hirth for all of their time and preparation for the
       Annual Thanksgiving  Dinner; and to all who stayed and helped clean up!

.   .  to all who helped decorate for the Christmas season.

.   .  to Christmas Décor by Eradico for donating all of the outdoor Christmas lighting for the
       Christmas season.

.   .   to all who participated in Operation Christmas Child shoe box ministry.  We delivered 27
        boxes.

.   .   to the Brass Ensemble for enriching our worship services in October, November, and
        December:  Ron Reichert, Matt Deeds, Jacob Lanczki, Bob Martin, Myra Prueter, 
        Adam Reichert, & Matt Reichert.


	THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

Eligible benefit members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans help choose where Thrivent distributes a portion of its charitable funds through Choice Dollars.  The Choice Dollars are based on qualifying insurance premiums, contract values, and volunteer leadership.  

Direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Cross of Christ Church or Preschool by calling 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and saying “Thrivent Choice” or going online to:
	 Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

Learn more by calling Thrivent Senior Financial Consultant, Raeann Kusch CFP, CLU, FIC, at 734-432-7777.

	MEMORIALS &
HONORARIUMS

	+ + In memory of the birthday of Wendell Thomas Mayer, a gift has been given by Evelyn Mayer.

	MEMBERSHIP

BAPTISM:
+ +  Bradley Joseph Buddenborg Jr.	
       Child of Bradley & Katee Buddenborg
       October 23, 2011


	STEWARDSHIP
CORNER
“HIS WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS”

The Academy Awards were held some months ago.  The newspapers printed reports on the event days before it was held, with most of the reports speculating on which movies and actors would claim the coveted Oscar.  One such article asserted that the honor was not necessarily bestowed on the most talented actor or the best movie, but on those who had done the best PR work.  Lots of hype, lots of advertising, lots of interviews surround these movies and the people associated with them in the hope that we will open our pocketbooks and go to see them.  It often works!  It works in the business and political worlds too.  Press conferences are held to make sure that the public will hear and hail the decisions those leaders make.

Here we are, ready to celebrate the birth of Christ – a major event, even for those who don’t believe in Him.  Today this celebration is heralded back in October, or at least November, by merchants filling their shelves with enticing gifts, decorations, cards, and all the trappings of Christmas.

How different from the first Christmas!  Mary and Joseph settled down in an inn.  There were no photographers waiting outside to snap the first picture of the new king.  No one knew what was happening!  No one, that is, except for the parents and the host of Heaven who made the announcement.  But to whom was this announcement made?  To the powerful who would speed through the towns and villages, spreading the news?  NO, to shepherds who were outcasts, hired hands so low on the social scale they weren’t even allowed to give testimony in a court of law, nor were they allowed to come into the Temple.

Yet these were the ones chosen by God to tell the good news.  These wretched creatures saw the angels with “the glory of the Lord shining around them . . “  They heard the message the angels brought:  “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;  He is the Christ the Lord . .  You will find a baby . . . lying in a manger” (Luke 2:9, 10).  They saw, they listened, and then they went to see for themselves.  After receiving the Good News, they spread it.  “When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them”  (Luke 2: 17-18).

If lowly shepherds could tell the story, can’t we as well?  “All who heard it were amazed,”  Luke writes, but he doesn’t say all believed.  All we’re asked to do is tell the story.  How could fear, uncertainty, or apathy hold us back?  This is the biggest news mankind has ever received!  As stewards of the Gospel, we have no choice but to follow the example of the shepherds and “spread the word concerning what has been told us about this child.”  
















	D E C E M B E R
B I R T H D A Y S

  2	Michael Bugar
	Joshua Petsch
  3	James Morrison Jr.
  4	Robert Martin
  5	Rose Eldridge
Deirdre Gerke
Julius Saner
 7	Jo Ann Nims
 8	Abigail Hackbardt
 9	William Pratt
10	Austin Lanam
Kenneth Miller
13	Joann Stolz
16	Arlene Krause
Adam Reichert
21	Robert Holman
Matthew Nelson
Linda Schroeder
23	Robert Hosbach
25	Robert Walrath
28	Patricia Hicks
31	Ruth Trosin

D E C E M B E R
A N N I V E R S A R I E S

  1	Bill & Earlene Reinwand
  5	Steven & Stephanie Petsch
27	Thomas & Kelli Hackbardt
	Robert & Karin Wolski
31	James & Carole Bedard


Please inform the church office of any missing dates or errors.




	Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Debt Fund, Garage Fund, 
Cement Work,
New Roof Fund --
(Church & Parsonage)



ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

CHURCH BULLETIN BLOOPERS

Ladies, don’t forget the Rummage Sale.  It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands.

* * *
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered.

* * *

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’  Come early and listen to our Choir practice.

* * *

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles, and other items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

* * *

This evening at 7 p.m. there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the church.  Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

* * *

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again,’ giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

* * *

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church.  So ends a friendship that began in their school days.
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Sunday                    Monday          Tuesday         Wednesday     Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	
+ Indicates Holy      
   Communion
	


	
	 

	1
6:30pm 
  Christmas Prog.
  Rehearsal – 
  Teen Choir & Narrators
	2

	3


	4 9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am  Worship 
10:00am  Sunday School
11:00am  Cong. Mtg.
11:00am  Coffee Hour
11:00am  Christmas Prog.
  Rehearsal – All Children
	5

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight  Watchers


	6



	7

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
7:00pm Advent
             Worship
	8
6:30pm  
  Christmas Program
  Tentative Rehearsal –     
  Teen Choir & Narrators



	9
6:00pm 
  “Truth Project”   
   Bible Study &
   Dinner

	10
5:00pm
  An Evening of 
   ‘Good Taste’   
  Progressive
  Dinner      


	11   
  9:00 am  Adult Bible Class
10:00am  Worship +
10:00am  Sunday School
11:00am  Christmas Prog.
  Rehearsal – All Children

	12

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers




	13

9:00am-1:00pm
Circuit Pastors’ 
Meeting
	14  
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
7:00pm Advent
             Worship
	15
6:30pm
   Children’s Christmas 
   Program Presented
   Dress Rehearsal - All

	16


	17



	18 

10:00am Worship
  Children’s Christmas
           Program   


	19

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	20




	21
   

	22  

	23 

	24  Christmas
             Eve
5:00pm
    Candlelight
   Worship +
7:30pm
   Candlelight
   Worship +

	25   Christmas Day

10:00am Worship +
No Sunday School or
  Adult Bible Study

	26
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	27


	28


	29
2:00pm-7:00pm
  Red Cross Blood Drive

	30

	31

New Years Eve







