CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
(248) 437-8810
www.crossofchristlutheran.org                                                             Email:  crosslut@bignet.net             

J A N U A R Y,  2 0 1 2

		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old through fifth grade by Dec. 1st
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays 9:00 a.m. & Friday 7:00 p.m. (once a month)
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. (designated Sundays)





Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

          Happy New Year!  We celebrate New Year’s Day on the first day of this month of January.  Today is the day to begin the new year, 2012, with a fresh start.  Some people have made lists of things to accomplish or to change.   Others have thought it over and have a plan and strategy to take a turn in a better and new direction.  How about you?  What’s your resolution?

          Perhaps a better question is, what should our new year’s resolution be?  What should chiefly occupy our minds and priorities?  Many of the things we would like to change about ourselves are good and worth the effort.  It is good to eat nutritious food.  It is good to exercise.  It is good to worship God, pray and read the Bible.  St. Paul offers a good resolution in Rom. 8: 31-39.

          Paul’s resolution is not about himself, it’s about his Lord.  It’s a resolution of faith.  His resolution is that there is no safer place than the love of God.  It’s a growing trust in a loving Savior.  Paul is resolved that nothing can surpass, overpower, or destroy the love God has for us, His children.

          “For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,” resolved Paul.  (Rom. 8:38, 39)  No circumstance can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ.  No one and nothing will be able to separate us from God’s love for us in Jesus.

          Paul’s resolution is that God is for us.  God is on our side.  God is on our team.  Our enemies don’t stand a chance.  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  (v. 31)  So resolved, he does not even expect an answer.  “Who can be against us?”  The devil and the world are against us.  No one of any significance is a real threat if God is on our side.  God has not held back any of His resources and power.  He has sent His own Son for us all.  Jesus died for us.  Christ was raised for us.  God declares us innocent for His sake.

PASTOR’S LETTER Continued

          Sure, we face trials and tribulations.  We have something even more awesome, even more powerful than all the forces of hell –the love of God in Christ Jesus.  It is Jesus, our Savior, who made the greatest resolution in all eternity:  His love for us.  Christ’s love has never failed.  Our Lord’s plan to make us His own has never been forgotten.  Jesus’ resolution is to unite us to God and one another forever.  Jesus loved us by laying down His life for us on the cross.  Christ reconciled us to God by His death.
   
          Our resolution is not the one we make and fail to keep, but the one God has made for us.  Let us resolve to keep on trusting in God.

          We begin this new year 2012 confident, convinced, and sure of God’s resolution, “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (v. 38, 39)

          We begin this new year confident that nothing will be able to separate us from God’s love for us in Christ.  God will love us each day in this new year.

          May God richly bless you and your family during this month of January, this new year, and always!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson

Pastor and Chris thank you for your generous gift and beautiful Christmas card. Thank you for your faithfulness, thoughtfulness, and partnership in the Gospel of Jesus.  May God bless you and our congregation in 2012!


	SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are held at 10:00 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade.  Classes will resume on January 8.


	CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM	

THANK YOU to Janelle Lach for directing this year’s Sunday School Christmas Program!  We thank our talented participants for giving of their time and sharing their gifts.  Special thanks to Tom & Kelli Hackbardt and Amy Lockard for all of their help with the program and to Onnalee and Shealyn Lach for their assistance with program preparation.  Thanks to Tom Hackbardt for building and setting up the outdoor manger scene.  


	YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for fun events.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m.  on designated Sundays.

CONFIRMATION instruction, for young people in 7th and 8th grades, is held Wednesdays from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  If you are interested in having your child join the group, give Pastor Nelson a call. 


	SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Adult Bible Study is being held Sundays at 9:00 a.m.   Join us as begin a study of the book of Daniel on January 8th.


	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

We invite you to join us as we continue our study of  Focus on the Family’s DVD series, “The Truth Project,” led by Michael Abrash.  In this study we see how truth frames the nature of the cosmic battle that rages around us between the truth claims of God and the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.  The Truth Project launches into a systematic and comprehensive tour of looking at all of life from God’s perspective.  Whether we are talking about philosophy and ethics, anthropology, sociology, history or science, God has given to us a standard and a plan for seeing all of life the way He sees it.  Any questions, call Claudia & Michael at  248-924-2238 or the church office.


	TAKE DOWN CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS

HELP take down the CHRISTMAS TREE & Decorations on Saturday, January 7, at 9:00 a.m.  Many hands make light work!  Thank you to all who helped decorate our beautiful sanctuary for the Christmas season!


	CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

We will be accepting a few new students after the first of the year.  If you have family or friends who might be interested, have them call the church/preschool office at 248-437-8810 for more information.  Classes are held through May for children three and four years old by December 1st.

Gifts to our Preschool Scholarship Fund are welcome to give families with financial need the opportunity to attend our school.


	OFFERING ENVELOPES

Members, please pick up your 2012 Offering Envelopes in the Gathering Hallway, if you haven’t already done so.


	2012 ALTAR FLOWERS

Sign up for those important dates in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, etc. or in memory of loved ones.  Vases are available for $16 each and may be taken home after worship.  Two vases are available each Sunday.  (You do not need to sign up for both.)  Checks are made out to “Cross of Christ” – designated “Altar Flowers.”

	COFFEE HOUR will be hosted by the Board of Trustees on Sunday, January 15, after worship.  Members are invited to contribute items for Coffee Hour, to ease some of the burden of the boards assigned.  Thank you!

                                         January		           Trustees
                                         February		Altar Guild
                                         March			Women’s Outreach
                                         April			Church Council
                                         May			Preschool Board

	

	HELP NEEDED
All of our Boards need new members and additional help in the New Year.  The Trustees, Board of Evangelism, and Board of Stewardship are looking for additional members.  Packets of Information about our Boards and areas of service at Cross of Christ can be found on the Gathering Hall table explaining duties and responsibilities of the various boards.  

Let’s serve the Lord together in the New Year!

	

	ADULT CHOIR

People of all voices are needed -(soprano, alto, tenor, and bass).   If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.  Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month at the 10 a.m. worship service.
	

	THANK YOU 

THANK YOU to all who gave blood at our recent BLOOD DRIVE.  Thank you to Chandler and Onnalee Lach and family for organizing the event.  Because of your participation, Chandler & Onnalee reached their goal and each received a $250 college scholarship!

THANK YOU to all who contributed to the CHRISTMAS collection for the Berry Home residents.  The gifts are always warmly received.  We appreciate the love shown.

THANK YOU to all BOARD members and Chairpersons (Elders – Michael Abrash; Trustees –Bonnie Reichert; Evangelism – Gary Albin; Stewardship – Carole Bedard) and our Officers  (President James Morrison, Vice-President Gary Albin, Treasurer Julie Mattison, Financial Secretary Chuck Deeds, Sunday School Superintendents Tom & Kelli Hackbardt, and Congregation Secretary Louise Rucker) who serve the Lord the year through!  Also, our Elders, Trustees, Sunday School Teachers, Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes, Altar Guild, Organists, Praise Team, Musicians, Brass Ensemble, Money Counters, Women’s Outreach,  and Funeral Dinner workers.

SPECIAL THANKS

.   .   .   . to Evelyn Mayer for serving as Assistant Financial Secretary and Bruce Mach for serving as Financial Secretary the past 17 years.  May the Lord richly bless them and their families.




	EMAIL ADDRESSES

If you would like to be added to the church’s Email Address List, contact crosslut@bignet.net.  You can also have the monthly newsletter emailed to you, if you prefer.

Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org

	THRIVENT CHOICE

Thank you to all who designated “Cross of Christ” as the organization to receive their designated “Choice Dollars” through Thrivent Choice.  Donations have been deposited into our church and preschool accounts.  Members can check their program status and current available Choice Dollars at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by phone at 800-847-4836 (say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt).  Thank you for calling to designate “Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool” as your designated choice for Choice Dollars.

Call Raeann Kusch at 734-432-7777, our Thrivent representative.

	ACTIVE FAITH

Non-perishable food donations and paper products are always welcome and may be placed in the box as you enter church.  Our congregation pledges $250 each month to Active Faith.  We encourage monetary donations to help us meet that pledge.  Checks to Cross of Christ may be designated “Active Faith.”


	MISSION OUTREACH - ST. PAUL COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, PONTIAC:

Following is information submitted by our sister congregation, which has been designated by our congregation to receive our Mission offering:
	Jeremiah Joined the Family!
Did you hear the News! On Sunday, November 20th, 2011, Jeremiah Grayson joined God’s family at St Paul. His mother Tyesha Jackson, Grandmother Tharassa Jackson and Grandfather Walter Jackson were all there to present him to God to be baptized. Jeremiah wasn’t sure what was happening and cried just a little bit, but he was all in when it came time to splash that water on his head. He doesn’t understand yet that God was present and was sending down His grace at that moment; welcoming Jeremiah to His family. Pastor was thrilled that God was allowing him to perform the baptism and welcomed Jeremiah into his other family at St Paul. Jeremiah was all smiles when it was over. He must have felt the love from all his families that day!

There are many opportunities to help out at St. Paul by giving of your time and financial resources.  

NEW CONTACT INFO:   	info.@stpaulspontiac.com
Pastor@stpaulspontiac.com   (Dietrick’s personal email)   WEBSITE: stpaulspontiac.com


	



STEWARDSHIP
CORNER


God Wants the Best for Us

In his Gospel, Mark tells us the story of a rich man who came to Jesus and asked about eternal life (Mark 10: 17-27).  The story asks us to see ourselves in the light of this man who came to Jesus.  In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we discover this person was wealthy, young, and had status and power.  According to human achievement, he was successful.  Eagerly, he runs to Jesus and kneels before him to ask what he must do to have eternal life.  With something missing in his life, he approaches Jesus.

The rich man had to be surprised because Jesus’ reply to him was connecting the question of eternal life to the issue of money.  Jesus tells him, “Go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me”  (Mark 10:21).  With our understanding of God’s Word, this directive isn’t overly surprising.  One-sixth of what Jesus preached about dealt with money.  Jesus knew the attraction and lure that money can have for us.

Another surprise to this story is about a demanding kind of love.  Jesus loved the rich man, and He wanted the best for him.  Jesus expressed His love by helping him see how his money had become his life.  His money was too important to him.  Jesus’ love was tough and demanding.  To help the rich man get what he wanted, Jesus, in love, tells him that his money is interfering with his relationship with God.  It was hurting him spiritually.  Jesus told the rich man what he needed to hear.  The one thing he needed to do to open his life completely and wholly to God was to give his money to the poor.  Jesus loved him by allowing him to wrestle with his own incompleteness.  The rich man had to decide which was more important to him -- his money or following Jesus.

This story is both about money and demanding love.  It is a sad story.  It is sad because the rich man’s money was separating him from a relationship with his heavenly Father.  Unfortunately, the thing he wanted the most--his money--was causing his greatest sorrow and separating him from God to a life of condemnation.  Jesus asked him to rid himself from finding his security in his money, but the rich man couldn’t do it.

This story should help remind us that happiness and completeness will never be found in our material wealth.  Focusing on and placing our security in our money can separate us from trusting and loving our Lord.  The more we let go of things in this world the more we will experience God’s peace and joy.












	
JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
                                                                        
  1      Kristen Calder-Bowman
Thomas Hermann
  2	John Lanczki
  3	Jim Schiller
Tammy Smith
  6	Jon Russell
  7	Jordyn Linfield
  8	Janet Head
Beverly Pixley
11	Annabelle Hackbardt
	Jacob Lanczki
12	Julie Candela
13	Robin Wyman
Rory Wyman
14	Rob Lockard
Donald Stolz
15	Lucy Nelson
16	Charles Eldridge
Heather Gilbert
17	Benjamin Bray
20	Haley Elandt
Hannah Elandt 
Hunter Elandt
21	Onnalee Lach
22	Susan Miller
23	Elizabeth Myer
25	Sylvia Hindley
27	Jeremy Marsh
Jim Zimmerman
29	James Baker, Jr.
31	Chris Nelson

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

  3	Michael & Ashley Laten
16	Scott & Tammy Lanam


Please inform the church office of any missing dates or errors.







	
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

TRANSFER OUT:

+ +   Ryan & Emily Schoenberg
               Ella, Ethan & Nolan	
         To St. John Lutheran, 
         Algonquin, Illinois


	
Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Cement Work Fund, Debt Fund, 
Garage Fund,
Sound System Fund 
Parsonage Roof, Church Roof Fund
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Sunday                         Monday          Tuesday           Wednesday        Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	1    New Year’s Day

10:00am Worship    

	2

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight  Watchers

	3


	4

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
	5



	6


	7
9:00am
  Take down
  Christmas Tree &
  Decorations   


	8   
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
11:15am Choir Rehearsal

	9

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	10

	11

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	12




	13

7:00pm
    “The Truth 
      Project”
	14



	15 
  9:00 am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship    
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee Hour 
	16

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers
	17

7:00pm Church
              Council

	18

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	19




	20

	21


	22
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
      (Choir Sings)
10:00am Sunday School   
11:15am Praise Team 
               Rehearses

	23
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	24
    

	25

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	26


	27

	28


	29
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
    (Praise Team Sings)
10:00am Sunday School

	30
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	31

	
	
	
	
+ Indicates Holy      
   Communion






