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Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

	We have opportunities to visit with family members and friends during these Christmas and Epiphany seasons.  We listen to them and talk with them.  They may tell us about their health.  We might share with them our aches and pains.  They may tell us about their families.  We can share with them about our spouse, children, and grandchildren.  Some folks who listen to me might be tempted to get me the bumper sticker, “Let me tell you about my grandchildren.”  We might talk about how things are going on our jobs.  We may talk about the weather.  We could talk about sports.  We might speak about college bowl games and NFL playoffs.  We may talk about politics.  We could speak about God and our Christian faith.  During this Christmas season we can talk about Christ’s birth and its meanings for our lives.

	We can talk about the kindnesses of our Lord during this Christmas season and all year round.  Jesus was born to save.  Christ saved and redeemed His people.  God set His Holy Spirit among His people.  We were given rest by the Spirit of the Lord.




	Let us tell people of the kindnesses of our Lord.  Jesus kindly forgave our sins.  Christ kindly forgives your sins when you partake of His Supper.  Let’s tell folks of the deeds for which God is to be praised.  Praise God for sending Christ to be born of the virgin Mary.  Praise the Lord for the many good things He has done for you.  Praise our Lord for calling you to be His disciple through the sacrament of Holy Baptism and by the gospel.  Tell others of Christ’s compassion for you.  Tell people how Christ gave you His compassion, grace, mercy, and strength in your afflictions.  Tell others how our Lord gave you physical healing.

	Our Lord Jesus became your Savior.  Jesus means “Savior.”  At eight days old on the occasion of His circumcision, Christ received the name “Jesus” from Joseph and Mary.  Jesus saved you from God’s law by fulfilling it perfectly.  Jesus saved you from your sins by living a sinless life.  Jesus saved you from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for you on the cross.  Jesus saved you from your sin by taking it away on Golgotha.  Jesus saved you from hell by going through it for you on Calvary.  Jesus saved you by rising from death and the tomb.  Holy Baptism saved you by the resurrection of Jesus.


		In all your distress our 	Lord was distressed.  Jesus was 	distressed when your loved one 	died.  Christ was distressed when 	you were injured or sick. Our 	Lord was distressed when you 	were laid off.

	In His love and mercy our Lord redeemed you.  Jesus set you free from your sins when He shed His blood on the cross.  Christ lifted you up and carried you all the days of 2010.  Our Lord will lift you up and carry you all the days of 2011 and the rest of your life.

	May our Lord bless you and your family during this month of January and always!
	Sincerely Your in Christ,
	Pastor Terry Nelson
+   +   +

We thank you for the beautiful Christmas card and generous gift. We thank and praise God that He has placed us at Cross of Christ, South Lyon, and pray for His guidance and help as we serve His people here.  
			
	God bless you in the New Year,
		Pastor and Chris


FOPS

Families of preschool children are planning to meet again in the new year for BIBLE STUDY (“Raising Christian Children”) and for fellowship. Adult Bible Study and activities for the children are also planned. A day and time will be announced. All are welcome! Call Kindsey at 248-943-2985 if you would  like more information.  

	WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION 
Sundays
    9:00 a.m.	Adult Bible Class –
                      Answers in Genesis DVD                      
  10:00 a.m.	Worship
  10:00 a.m.	Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.	Youth Bible Study –
                         Selected Sundays
  
Fridays
    7:00 p.m.    1st  or 2nd  Friday of the   
                           month
                        Study on “Islam”


Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Adult Bible Study is being held Sundays  at 9:00 a.m.  We are studying the Bible and “The New Answers in Genesis DVD. This DVD features easy-to-understand answers to some  important questions of today.  

BIBLE STUDY ABOUT ISLAM
Our next Friday evening Bible study session will be held on Jan. 14, at 7 p.m. We are studying a two-part DVD series by the Lutheran Hour Ministries on Islam – “What is Islam” and “Islam and Defending the Christian Faith.”  We are exploring such questions as: What do Muslims believe?  What do they believe about Jesus?  The study is being led by Michael Abrash.  Fellowship and refreshments are held after the study.  All are welcome!



CONFIRMATION instruction, for young people in 7th and 8th grades, is being held on Wednesdays from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  If you are interested in having your child join the group, give Pastor Nelson a call.

YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for “Fun Nights” – games, food, and fellowship.  Watch your bulletin for updates.

CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM	
“A Lamb’s Tale”

Thank you to Amy Lockard, our Sunday School Superintendent, for directing the beautiful Children’s Christmas Program!  

Thank you to the Sunday School teachers for continuing to teach on Sundays, so that Bible lessons were taught while the children practiced for the Christmas program! Thank you to Kelli Hackbardt for taking over the Preschool/Kindergarten Sunday School classes -- you are a pro & the kids love you! Thank you Tom Hackbardt for building the outdoor stable for the manger scene.  It was a great addition.  Parents, thank you for bringing your children to participate in the program, where they can help to teach us all to remember what Christmas is all about. God has truly blessed our church. May the true meaning of Christmas fill your hearts!		Amy Lockard
	Red & Teal Scarf Project for 
Michigan Special Olympics

Directions are available on the Information Board to knit or crochet scarves for Olympics held in Traverse City Feb. 2-4.  DEADLINE for completed scarves to be mailed is January 15!




THANK YOU
. . . . .	We thank Steve Klamik for serving as Chairman of the Trustees for nine years and for serving as a Trustee for thirty-two years.  He is retiring from his chairman position.

. . . . . Thank you to Evelyn Oliver for her donation of new carpeting in the church conference room – a very needed item.

. . . . . Thank you to Steve Klamik, Bill Hirth, Gary Albin, Jim Morrison, and Warner &  Arlene Krause for emptying the church conference room in preparation for the installation of new carpeting and then putting it all back together again!

. . . . . Thank you to all who baked for and purchased cookies at the Christmas Cookie Sale.  Women’s Outreach raised $180!

. . . . . Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas collections for our Active Faith family and for the Berry Home residents.  We appreciate the love shown.

. . . . . Thank you to all Board members and Chairpersons (Elders – Michael Abrash; Trustees – Steve Klamik; Evangelism – Gary Albin; Stewardship – Carole Bedard) and our Officers  (President James Morrison, Vice-President Gary Albin, Treasurer Julie Mattison, Financial Secretary Bruce Mach, and Congregation Secretary Louise Rucker) who serve the Lord the year through!  Also, our Elders, Trustees, Sunday School Teachers, Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes, Altar Guild, Organists, Praise Team, Musicians, Brass Ensemble, Money Counters, Women’s Outreach,  and Funeral Dinner workers.


HELP NEEDED

All of our Boards need new members and additional help in the New Year.  The Trustees, Board of Evangelism, and Board of Stewardship are looking for additional members.  Packets of Information about our Boards and areas of service at Cross of Christ were passed out in the fall.  Additional information packets can be found in the Gathering Hall explaining duties and responsibilities of the various boards.  Let’s serve the Lord together in the New Year!

CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN 
PRESCHOOL
“Preschool With a Plus”

The Preschool children enjoyed a special month celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Projects, stories, and songs all centered  around the Christmas theme.  

Preschool will return to class on Monday, January 3.   Thank you to our Preschool staff:  Janelle Lach, Julie Mattison, Marci Wasilko, Kelly Nuttall and Lynne Lach.  They are what make our Preschool so special!

If you are new to our congregation and would like more information, please call the church/school office (248-437-8810).  Classes are held for children who are three and four by December 1st.  

Gifts to our Preschool Scholarship Fund are welcome to give families with financial need the opportunity to attend our school.


NEW YEAR’S BRUNCH

A NEW YEAR’S BRUNCH will be held at the home of Bill & Ettie Ann Hirth, on Friday, January 7, 2011, at 11:30 a.m.  This is an afternoon we all enjoy.   Sign up on the Information Board and plan on attending!  All are welcome!  Invite a friend.

TAKE DOWN
DECORATIONS

HELP take down church CHRISTMAS TREE & Decorations on Saturday, January 8, at 9:00 a.m.  Many hands make light work!  Thank you to all who helped decorate our beautiful sanctuary for the Christmas season!

OFFERING ENVELOPES

Members, please pick up your 2011 Offering Envelopes in the Gathering Hallway, if you haven’t already done so.

2011 FLOWER CHART

The 2011 ALTAR FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway near the kitchen.  Sign up for those important dates in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, etc. or in memory of loved ones.  Vases are available for $16 each and may be taken home after worship.  Two vases are available each Sunday.  (You do not need to sign up for both.)  Checks are made out to “Cross of Christ” – designated “Altar Flowers.”
	Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Debt Fund 
Garage Fund 
Cement Work Fund
New Roof Fund







COFFEE HOUR
2011
(held the third Sunday of the month)

January		Trustees
February		Altar Guild
March			Women’s Outreach
April			Church Council
May			Evangelism &
			Stewardship

ADULT
CHOIR
People of all voices are needed -(soprano, alto, tenor, and bass).   If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.
Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month at the 10 a.m. worship service. 

“I will sing to the Lord for He has been good to me.”   (Psalm 13:6)

WEB PAGE

Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org

The Calendar and Newsletter are available each month on this web site.  Also, if you would prefer this newsletter be emailed to you, email us: 
crosslut@bignet.net

Our congregation has decided to no longer mail out newsletters.

MEMORIALS
	+ + In memory of her family, husband Bill, and six children, a gift has been given by Evelyn Oliver for a new water tank and conference room carpeting.
JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
 
1 Kristen Calder-Bowman
Thomas Hermann
  2	John Lanczki
  3	Jim Schiller
Tammy Smith
  6	Jon Russell
  7	Jordyn Linfield
  8	Janet Head
Beverly Pixley
11	Annabelle Hackbardt
	Jacob Lanczki
12	Julie Candela
13	Robin Wyman
Rory Wyman
14	Rob Lockard
Donald Stolz
15	Lucy Nelson
16	Charles Eldridge
Heather Gilbert
17	Benjamin Bray
20	Haley Elandt
Hannah Elandt 
Hunter Elandt
21	Onnalee Lach
22	Susan Miller
Cale Zoeller
23	Elizabeth Myer
25	Sylvia Hindley
27	Jeremy Marsh
Jim Zimmerman
29	James Baker, Jr.
31	Chris Nelson

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

  3	Michael & Ashley Laten
16	Scott & Tammy Lanam
30	Ray & Sue Brown

Please inform the church office of any missing dates or errors.






COOK BOOK CORRECTIONS
For those of you who have kindly purchased Cross of Christ Cook Books, following are a couple of corrections to recipes found in our cook book. Correction sheets will be inserted in the remaining books.  Pick up a copy of your correction sheet on the table in the Gathering Hall. Sorry for the incon-venience!  Cook Books are available for $5 each and make great gifts!!	

Chocolate Cake – Virginia, pg. 85
Use ¾ c. Butter, softened, not ¼ c.

Zucchini Oatmeal Muffins, pg. 76
Add 1 Tbsp. Baking Powder.
Bake for 25 minutes.

CARE PACKAGES:  Military Service

This note is from Tara McCutcheon, granddaughter of Helen Perttunen.  Our Women’s Outreach sent her a “care package” full of goodies in early December.  Tara is in the Air Force, stationed in Kuwait.

Thank you so much for the care package.  I can’t express how grateful we are over here when we receive packages like that.  It’s a little touch of home that lets us know we are missed.  All of the items were consumed with great eagerness!  Though I was reluctant to share the Starburst, as I’ve such a weakness for them!  Thank you again.  I hope everyone there has a Merry Christmas and  a Happy New Year.
		. . . . .   Tara



STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Forgetting What is Behind
“Forget about it.”  It’s a phrase we may say to ourselves when we don’t want to face up to something.  Perhaps we give it in the form of advice to someone who’s complaining about an offense he’s received.  According to Paul, it’s a good thing to do.  It’s counsel he followed himself:  “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me Heavenward in Christ Jesus”  (Phillipians 3: 13b-14).

Paul had a past anyone would want to forget.  In his Pharisaical zeal, he had caused the imprisonment, persecution, and even death of many who were followers of the Way.  All that changed, we know, when he himself faced Jesus on the road to Damascus.

Yet, from our reading of Scripture, we know he didn’t “forget what was behind.”  He brought it up many times as he explained the change that Jesus had brought about in his life to the other apostles and as he testified in the highest courts of the day.

	Like Paul, we can’t forget about our past sins – and maybe that’s good, as long as we remember that Christ has forgotten them!  Remembrance of our sins serves the purpose of keeping us humble and grateful, aware that we walk in God’s ways only as we rely on Him to lead us, thankful that He forgives all sin, past, present, and future.  Then we are not encumbered by guilt (I John 3:20).  We can “forget what’s behind” and “press on toward the goal” that Christ has laid out before us as we serve Him with all the gifts He so graciously gives us.

	We begin a new year in God’s grace.  We also begin each day, sometimes each moment, as newly forgiven, cleansed stewards equipped through Word and Sacrament to fulfill God’s purposes for our lives.
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   Sunday                         Monday          Tuesday           Wednesday        Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	+ Indicates Holy      
   Communion
	

	
	 
	
	
	1

New Year’s Day 

	2    

10:00am Worship    

	3

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight  Watchers



	4

7:00pm Board of
   Evangelism
	5

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	6

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts


	7

11:30am
   New Year’s
   Brunch -    
   Hirths

	8

9:00am
  Take down
  Christmas Tree &
  Decorations     


	9   
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Praise Team Meeting
	10

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers
7:00pm Trustees

	11

	12

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	13

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts



	14

7:00pm
   Bible Study on
   Islam
	15



	16  
  9:00 am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship    
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee Hour 

	17

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	18

7:00pm Church
              Council


	19

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	20




______________
	21

	22


	23 
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
_________________________
30   
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
_________________________
	24
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

31
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers


	25
    

	26

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	27


	28

	29













