CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
(248) 437-8810
www.crossofchristlutheran.org                                                        Email:  crosslut@bignet.net             
M A Y, 2 0 1 1
		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old through fifth grade by Dec. 1st
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays - 9:00 a.m. & 1st Friday - 7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. - 1st and 3rd Sundays


Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

     We celebrate Mother’s Day this year on Sunday, May 8th.  We honor and love our mothers on Mother’s Day.  We remember how our mothers loved us.  Our mothers carried us in their wombs for nine months and delivered us.  They fed us, clothed us, and changed our diapers. Our mothers brought us to the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  They brought us with them to worship services.  Our mothers prayed with us and for us.  They read Bible books and the Bible to us.  Our mothers talked about God and His love with us.  They cared for us when we were sick and injured.  Our mothers told us that they loved us.  They drove us to school, music lessons, practices and ball games.  Our mothers helped us with our home work.  They listened to us as we told them what was going on in our lives.  Our mothers loved us deeply from their hearts.  They demonstrated their love for us by loving actions and words.  God be praised and thanked for loving Christian mothers!

     We can love family members, friends, and fellow Christians.  We were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ.  Our faith and hope are in our loving God.  We can purify ourselves by obeying the truth so that we have sincere love for one another.  Our loving God helps us to love one another deeply from the heart.

     We can honor and love God with our bodies because we were redeemed at a price.  “You were bought at a price, therefore honor God with your body.”  (I Cor. 6: 20)  Christ bought you with the price of His blood shed for you on the cross.  You can honor and love God with your body by loving one another.

     You have faith in God to bless you. You receive all blessings from God by faith in Him.  You have faith in God to hear and answer your prayers.  Your faith is in God to answer your prayers for your mother.  You have redemption, reconciliation and peace with God by faith in Him.  You are justified and saved by faith in God.  You receive forgiveness of sins and life by faith in God.  You have love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control by faith in God.

     Let us love our mothers deeply and sincerely from our hearts.  We can tell our mothers that we love them.  We may give our mothers cards, gifts, or flowers.  We can pray for our mothers.  Let us praise and thank God for our mothers.  We regard our mothers as God’s gifts and representatives to us. We serve our mothers by gladly providing what they need or require.

PASTOR’S LETTER Continued

     Let us have sincere love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We can serve one another in love.  Let us pray for each other.  We can celebrate our risen Lord’s Supper, His feast of love, together.  Let us receive His gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, salvation, joy, peace, and love.  We can greet, meet, and speak with one another.  Let us speak the truth in love to each other.  We can love one another deeply and sincerely from our hearts.  We want to love each other as we live in harmony here on earth.  You have purified yourself by obeying the truth of God’s Word so that you have sincere love for one another.  Our loving God poured His love into your heart when you were baptized.  Our loving God helps you to love one another deeply from your hearts.
     
     May our loving God bless you and your family during this month of May and always!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson


	CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

Alex Geelhood, Onnalee Lach, Austin Lanam, Eric Hanz, and Alyssa Petz will be confirmed on Sunday, May 22.  May God bless our confirmands as they confess their faith in Him and promise their faithfulness to Him!

	SUMMER WORSHIP TIME

Summer worship will continue to be held at 10 a.m.  and will remain the same all year through.

	CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade during the school year.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.

The last session of Sunday School for this school year will be Sunday, May 22.  THANK YOU to all of our teachers for serving the Lord throughout the year by teaching His precious children.  Special thanks to Amy Lockard for all of her time serving as Sunday School Superintendent, teacher, and youth leader!

	Kristen Calder-Bowman                  Dawn Lanczki
	Amy Deeds                                     Robin Linfield
	Tom & Kelli Hackbardt                    Dawn Miller                      


	YOUTH in grades 6-12 meet for fun activities throughout the year.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.

Contact Amy Lockard for more information – dratar@comcast.net

	SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Adult Bible Study is being held Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  We are currently studying the book of Proverbs.  All are welcome!

	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
On Friday, May 6, at 7 p.m., we will conclude the monthly Bible study, hosted by Michael Abrash.  The DVD, “We the People:  Citizens of Two Kingdoms”,  a Lutheran Hour Ministries study, is being presented.  The Christian’s role in government and, more importantly, the Christian’s responsibility to society from a scriptural perspective will be explored.  Call Mike, Claudia, or the church office if you have any questions.  Join us.  Bring a friend!

	FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY – MAY 15
Invite family and friends to worship with you on Sunday, May 15!


	COFFEE HOUR will be hosted on Sunday, May 15, after worship, by the Stewardship & Evangelism Boards.


	LUNCH BUNCH
Join the group for lunch the first Friday of each month at 11:30 a.m. at an area restaurant.  Men and women welcome!  They will meet Friday, May 6, at The South Lyon Hotel.   Call Ettie Ann at 248-349-2545 for more information.


	VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL


Plans are underway for this year’s Vacation Bible School, scheduled for JULY 25 – 29, 2011, from 9 a.m. – noon, for children going into kindergarten (or 5 years old by Dec. 1)  through sixth grade.  The theme – PandaMania – where God is wild about you – will  bring your kids and the volunteers closer to God and have fun while doing it.  As we explore Psalm 139, all will experience God listening to them . . . watching over them . . . and loving them . . . no matter what!  Plan your summer vacations and activities around VBS!  As always, many volunteers will be needed to make VBS a successful outreach to our community!  REGISTRATION forms are available on the Gathering Hall table.  There is a $15 fee for the week of Vacation Bible School.  Children of parents who volunteer the full week of VBS attend for free. Sign up on the “Help” form to volunteer or give the church office a call at 248-437-8810.
___________________________________________________________________________
CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

Our preschool provides a program for children three and four years old by December 1st of that school year.  REGISTRATION for fall classes is under way.  Call the church/preschool office at 248-437-8810 for more information or to register.  

The last days of preschool for this school year will be May 25 and 26.  A visit to Carousel Acres on Nine Mile is planned.

Thank you to Janelle Rapson-Lach, our Teacher/Director, and our Aides (Lynne Lach, Julie Mattison, Kelly Nuttall, and Marci Wasilko) for participating in this ministry to young families.

CAMPBELLS LABELS FOR EDUCATION PROGRAM
Thank you to all who have been sending in Labels.  A list of participating products is posted in the church kitchen.  Just clip the UPC code from the label and drop it in the box.  The points from the labels add up to purchase needed items  for the Preschool classroom!  

	
Mother’s Day Bake Sale
Sunday, May 8th

Wanted:  Bakers and Makers to bake special treats or
make special crafts for Mother’s Day sale

	HELP NEEDED
Our Trustees need people who can serve our Lord by cutting the church grass or by serving as a Trustee.  If you can serve our Lord in one or both of these ways, please speak with one of our Trustees or Pastor Nelson.


	USHERS NEEDED
More Ushers are needed.  Ushers serve once a month on a team of four.  See Pastor Nelson if you can serve.  


	THANK YOU

Thank you to Jim Morrison, Ettie Ann & Bill Hirth, and Michael Abrash and our Elders for providing the delicious Easter breakfast.

Thank you to our Brass Ensemble (Ron, Matt, and Adam Reichert, Bob Martin, and Myra Prueter) for enhancing our Easter worship services with special music.


	2011 ALTAR FLOWERS

We invite you to sign up for ALTAR FLOWERS.  Dates are still available throughout the year – especially during the summer months.   Sign up for those important dates in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, etc. or in memory of loved ones.  Vases are available for $16 each and may be taken home after worship.  Two vases are available each Sunday.  (You do not need to sign up for both.)  Checks are made out to “Cross of Christ” – designated “Altar Flowers.”   

	
COMING  JUNE 2, 3, and 4 . . . . . . .

CROSS OF CHRIST RUMMAGE SALE

As you begin spring cleaning, remember to set aside those unwanted, useable items for our June Rummage Sale.  We don’t have room to store items until after preschool completes their school year, but we appreciate you saving items for us. (We will not be accepting large electronic items this year  – TVs, computers, etc.).  Save your Christmas items for our December sale.  Thanks to Nancy Ulrich for taking charge of the sale.  However, one person cannot do it alone, so help would be appreciated!  Lots of help will be needed sorting, selling, and cleaning up.  Watch for a sign up sheet to help out.  Thank you!

Calling women of all ages . . . . . . .          
Women’s Outreach will meet on Saturday, May 21, at 10 a.m., to finalize plans for the sale.  We would love your participation!



	THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
Thrivent Choice Dollars allows eligible members to help direct Thrivent grant funds to thousands of enrolled Lutheran Organizations, such as our church and preschool.  Members are eligible for Choice Dollars based on the insurance and investment products they own. 

Members can check their program status and current available Choice Dollars at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by phone at 800-847-4836 (say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt).  Thank you for calling to designate “Cross of Christ Lutheran Church or Preschool” as your designated choice for Choice Dollars.    Make “Cross of Christ” your recurring designation for your “Choice Dollars” so that future amounts can continue to be directed to our church in 2011 and following.

NO DONATIONS ARE MADE BY YOU; THIS IS FREE MONEY WHICH CAN BE ALLOCATED TO OUR CONGREGATION.

Call Raeann Kusch at 734-432-7777, our Thrivent representative,
for information on Thrivent Financial insurance and investment products.

	
AREA NEWS

St. Paul Community Lutheran Church, Pontiac:
We designate our Michigan District Mission Offering to St. Paul – Pontiac.  They are presently having a fundraiser for new, safe Chairs and Tables for their Fellowship Hall.  The total needed is $4380.  They extend a grateful thank you to all who have contributed and to those who will contribute in the future.  (Checks should be sent to St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 3795 Sashabaw, Waterford, MI  48329.)  They have collected $755 thus far.  St. Paul Missionaries are Dietrich & Becky Gladden.
___________________________________________________________________________
CAMP CONCORDIA:  Gowen, Michigan
Family RV Campground & Cabins: A great get-a-way close to home. Come and enjoy our peaceful and beautiful site.   Call 616-754-3785 or email:  paul@campconcordia.org
_________________________________________________________________________________
ACTIVE FAITH
Thank you for your donations of non-perishable food items for Active Faith throughout the year.   Donations are welcome in the box provided as you enter church.  Our church has pledged  $250 per month to Active Faith.  Your monetary donations are also appreciated.


	SPRING TORNADO RELIEF

Gifts to LCMS World Relief and Human Care provide them with the capacity to supply food, drink and shelter, as well as the comfort and consolation of the Gospel to those devastated by recent tornadoes and severe weather.  Please join in praying for and financially supporting those who have lost so much and who are in profound need of the comfort of the Gospel.

Mail checks (noting “Tornado Relief” in the memo line) to:
LCMS World Relief and Human Care, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO  63166-6861.
Call 1-888-930-4438; or go online to http://givenowlcms.org



Vacation Bible School
July 25 – 29, 2011
9 a.m. – Noon
For children going into Kindergarten (or 5 years old by Dec. 1)
through going into Sixth Grade
$15 materials fee per child

Group’s PandaMania
Where God is Wild about You!


 	____ I can help prepare crafts at home before VBS.

	______ I can be a Class Assistant the week of VBS.

		   Days available VBS week:________________________________

	______ I can help at the Registration Table on Monday, July 25, 
			(for about an hour.)

	______ I can assist the Song Leader at Music Time.

	______ I can help the children with Crafts the week of  VBS.

	______ I can help Decorate before VBS.



Name_________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________



	It may be early, but we need commitments to plan for VBS!
We anticipate up to 150 children could participate in this year’s VBS.
Any questions, call the church office.


Place in box provided on Gathering Hall table or 
mail to church office.

R E G I S T R A T I O N   F O R M S are available.  
Children of Adult Helpers who help out the full week of VBS 
do not have to pay the $15 materials fee for their children.


STEWARDSHIP 
CORNER

Therefore My Brothers

     Not too many weeks ago, the Christian Church began the season of Lent by observing Ash Wednesday.  Perhaps you knelt at the altar as your forehead was marked with ashes.  You heard the words, “You are dust and to dust you shall return.”  This rite serves to remind us of our beginning:  that God created man from the dust of the earth.  It also foretells our ending:  that our mortal bodies will die and decay.  It is a solemn moment; in truth, all of Lent is solemn.  Yet, every Christian holds in his heart a secret the world needs to know:  “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (I Cor. 15: 56-57).  That is the message of Easter:  through Christ we have won the victory!  We wept through the night of sorrow, but morning has come and with it the joy of the morning of eternal life  (Psalm 30: 5b).

     We remain on earth, waiting for the fullness of that joy that will be ours when we are in Heaven with the Savior.  We are not idle while we wait, however.  After his glorious pronouncement of this victory over death, the Apostle Paul continues, “Therefore my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain”  (I Cor. 15: 58).  These are orders for all God’s servants, the “beloved brothers.”  First, “Be steadfast.” Day in and day out, not just on Sunday, but every day, all day, we are steadfast, putting the work of the Lord first, keeping uppermost in our minds that all we do is done in His strength and for His glory.  At our work and in our homes, we remember that we “are serving the Lord”  (Col. 3:24).

     We are “immovable.”  We don’t get sidetracked.  In his Gospel, Luke takes his readers along on Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem.  Like the Israelites traveling through the desert, Jesus’ trip was not a straight line and it included many stops (although not for the same reasons),  but as faithful as God was to deliver His chosen people, so “immovable” was Jesus on His way.  We, too, have a goal:  to travel to eternal life doing the Lord’s work on our way.  We are “immovable” in our desire to practice faithful stewardship on our journey, and God is faithful to go with us on that journey.

     By God’s grace through which He enables and equips us, we can “always abound in the work of the Lord.”  By God’s grace, we overflow with good works.  We are eager and willing to give of ourselves and our resources that His work might be done.  Even when we get discouraged, we don’t quit, because we know “that in the Lord our labor is not in vain.”














	May
Birthdays

 2	Carol Walrath
 3	Rachel Byrum
 6	Michelle Conrad
 9	Charley Hall
Bruce Mach
10	Ron Miller
11	Andrew Mattison
14	Carol Hermann
James Bedard
Shari Stevenson
Aaron Zoeller
15	Chandler Lach
18	Janet Gorman
Scott Lanam
Lyne Nelson
19	Jeff Hantz
21	Zachary Wasilko
22	Carol Nelson
23	Nicole Hermann
25	Helen Perttunen
	Ryan Schoenberg
Michaela Vanderhaeghen
27	Karen Neiswinter
29	Shealyn Lach		
Shelby Martin
Evelyn Mayer
30	Blake Evans

May
Anniversaries


  3	Ben & Kathy Sulisz
10	Jim & Sue Zimmerman
11	Charles & Amy Deeds
15	Donald & Joann Stolz
21	Bill & Ettie Ann Hirth
29	Alan & Janelle Lach






Please inform the church office of any missing dates or errors.


	MEMBERSHIP

+ + Stephen & Dianne Klamik	
      Released to Our Savior Apostolic
      Lutheran, South Lyon

CALLED HOME:

+ + Peggy Flook
      April 20, 2011

MEMORIAL:
+ + In memory of Harold & Shirley Lorenz, a gift has been given to the General Fund by John & Jean Boyle.

+   +   +

Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Debt Fund, Garage Fund, 
Cement Work Fund,
New Roof Fund
Improved Sound System

+   +   +

EMAIL ADDRESSES
If you would prefer the newsletter be emailed to you, let us know.  We are no longer mailing out the monthly newsletters.  Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org

The Calendar and Newsletter are available each month on this web site.













M A Y  2 0 1 1
 CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Email: crosslut@bignet.net                                               Office: 248-437-8810                                  Web:www.crossofchristlutheran.org
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
       Sunday                    Monday          Tuesday            Wednesday       Thursday          Friday            Saturday
	1
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship 
   Preschool Children Sing
10:00am Sunday School


	2

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers


	3
   
7:00pm  Board of
      Evangelism


	4

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	5

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts


	6
11:30am
Lunch Bunch
S. Lyon Hotel

7:00pm
  Bible Study
	7

      


	8     Mother’s Day
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
	9

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers    
	10


	11

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
	12

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts

	13


	14


	15   Friendship Sunday
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship 
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee Hour
11:00am Youth Bible Study
	16

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers
	17

7:00pm
  Church Council
	18


4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
	19




_______________
	20

6:00pm
   Wedding
   Rehearsal
	21  
10:00am
   Women’s
   Outreach

5:00pm  Beebe/
   Stanny Wedding

	22   Confirmation Sunday
  9:00am Adult Bible Class 
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
	23

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	24
    

	25



	26


Last Day of
   Preschool


_______________
	27

Bring in Rummage
Sale items
	28

Bring in Rummage
Sale items

	29
  
10:00am Worship +

Bring in Rummage
Sale items

________________________
	30  

Memorial Day

	31

Bring in Rummage
Sale items
	
	
	
	+ Indicates
   Holy
   Communion






