CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
(248) 437-8810
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		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old through fifth grade by Dec. 1st
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays - 9:00 a.m. & 1st Friday - 7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. - 1st and 3rd Sundays




Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

This year the season of Lent begins during March.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 9.  We will conduct an Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m. in which Holy Communion will be served.  Midweek services will be held every Wednesday in Lent at 7 p.m.  I invite you to attend our midweek and Sunday Lenten services and worship our Lord.

During the midweek services, we will conduct a series of special services –
     Christ in the Strangest Places:  Foreshadowed, Fulfilled, Forever.

Two tablets of stone, a few vessels of oil, simple markings, a small army, a remote field, a solemn oath  -- these are some of the strangest people, places, and things through which God revealed Himself to His people in the Old Testament.  This series looks at some of the lesser-known Old Testament passion themes and focuses on them by means of Single Words.  “Mine!” -  The commandments point out our desire to acquire.  “Nothing” -  Elisha provides for a widow.  “Marked” - God marks His people.  “Enlist” - Gideon is called by God.  “Invest” -   Jeremiah buys a field in wartime.  “Finish” -  Solomon can’t finish what he started.  Our Lord will bless us as we hear His Word and worship Him during Lent.

Some Christians have the custom of giving up something for Lent.  People may ask you, “What are you giving up for Lent?”  You may plan to give up alcoholic beverages, cigarettes, chocolate, and desserts.  Giving up those things may be good for you and your health.  Please prayerfully consider giving up yourself and your time to worship our Lord and hear His Word on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings during Lent.  In this process you may also be giving up ballgames, money, sleep, or TV programs.

God will bless you as you worship Him and hear His Word during Lent.  Our Lord will give you peace and strength.  Jesus will remind you that He has reconciled you with God.  You will hear that God loves you.  Jesus the Messiah will give you living water and eternal life. Christ will teach you to worship God.


PASTOR’S LETTER Continued

Our Lord will bless you as you partake of His Supper during Lent.  Jesus will give you His body in the bread that you eat.  Christ will give you His blood in the fruit of the vine that you drink.  Our Lord will bless you with forgiveness of sins, life, salvation, joy and love.  You will proclaim our Lord’s death until He comes again in glory.

May God bless you and your family during this month of March and always!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson


	SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.


	YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for “Fun Nights” – games, food, and fellowship.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.

YOUTH BOWLING 
SUNDAY, MARCH 20  - NOON
Contact Amy Lockard for more information – dratar@comcast.net

	SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Adult Bible Study is being held Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  We are currently completing “The New Answers in Genesis” DVD.  All are welcome!


	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Beginning on Friday, March 4, at 7 p.m., we will continue with a once a month Bible study, hosted by Michael Abrash.  The DVD, “We the People:  Citizens of Two Kingdoms”,  a Lutheran Hour Ministries study, will be starting.  The Christian’s role in government and, more importantly, the Christian’s responsibility to society from a scriptural perspective will be explored.  Call Mike, Claudia, or the church office if you have any questions.  Join us.  Bring a friend!

	FOPS

Families of preschool children meet for BIBLE STUDY (“Raising Christian Children”) and for fellowship. Adult Bible Study and activities for the children are also planned. A day and time will be announced. All are welcome! Call Kindsey at 248-943-2985 if you would like more information.  

	VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Plans are underway for this year’s Vacation Bible School, scheduled for JULY 25 – 29, 2011, from 9 a.m. – noon, for children going into kindergarten through sixth grade.  The theme – PandaMania – where God is wild about you – will  bring your kids and volunteers closer to God and have fun while doing it.  As we explore Psalm 139, all will experience God listening to them . . . watching over them . . . and loving them . . . no matter what!  Plan your summer vacations and activities around VBS!  As always, many volunteers will be needed to make VBS a successful outreach to our community!
CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

Our preschool provides a program for children three and four years old by December 1st of that school year.  REGISTRATION for fall classes will be the following:  

                  Church Member Registration:     Sunday, March 6, 2011 – before & after worship
                  Present Preschool Families:        Monday, March 7, 2011 – 9:00 a.m.
                  Past Preschool Families:             Wednesday, March 9, 2011 – 9:00 a.m.
                  OPEN ENROLLMENT:                Begins Friday, March 11, 2011

A $50 fee is due at the time of registration.

Our congregation is invited to support our preschool by participating in the Red Apple Morley fundraiser.  Our goal is to raise funds to purchase items for Outdoor Large Motor Activities for outside playtime. 

Because of changes in the State of Michigan Licensing Rules and Regulations, the preschool is no longer able to use our outdoor playground.  Older wood swings and climbers, and even Little Tikes play equipment are no longer acceptable.  The preschool/church playground equipment will be taken down in the spring.

March 7 – 21			Red Apple Morley Candy & Otis Spunkmeyer frozen cookie
				dough & Spring gift items – Profit to school about 40%

Watch for brochures and information on the Gathering Hall table.  Thank you!

CAMPBELLS LABELS FOR EDUCATION PROGRAM
Thank you to all who have been sending in Labels.  A list of participating products is posted in the church kitchen.  Just clip the UPC code from the label and drop it in the box.  The points from the labels add up to purchase needed items  for the classroom!  


	THANK YOU 
Julius & Marjorie Saner express their thanks to the congregation and Pastor for prayers and visits, and to Bill & Ettie Ann Hirth for food.


	COFFEE HOUR will be hosted on Sunday, March 20, after worship by Women’s Outreach.

                     APRIL   - Church Council
                     MAY     -  Stewardship & Evangelism


	LUNCH BUNCH
Join the group for lunch the first Friday of each month at an area restaurant.  Men and women welcome!  We will meet at Lucas Coney Island in South Lyon on Friday, March 4, at 11:30 a.m.


	USHERS NEEDED

More Ushers are needed.  Ushers serve once a month on a team of four.  See Pastor Nelson if you can serve.  
2011 ALTAR FLOWERS

We invite you to sign up for ALTAR FLOWERS.  Many dates are still available.   Sign up for those important dates in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, etc. or in memory of loved ones.  Vases are available for $16 each and may be taken home after worship.  Two vases are available each Sunday.  (You do not need to sign up for both.)  Checks are made out to “Cross of Christ” – designated “Altar Flowers.”  
 

	ADULT CHOIR

We welcome new members any time of the year.    If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.  Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month at the 10 a.m. worship service.   Rehearsals are held one Sunday a month after worship.


	FUNERAL LUNCHES

We would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped with funeral lunches.  If you would like to help, the categories needing volunteers are:  Set up before the funeral; Food donations; Help at the funeral luncheon; and Clean up at the luncheon.

We appreciate all who have volunteered in the past and look forward to others who might wish to help.  If you can help in one of these areas, please call Annie Nichols at 248-437-9599 or Chris Nelson in the church office at 248-437-8810.  
Thanks again - - - - Annie Nichols & Louise Rucker, Co-Chairpersons


	EMAIL ADDRESSES

We are continuing to collect email addresses to inform you of upcoming church activities, youth events, special worship services, and funeral services, etc.  This is not for the purpose of emailing monthly newsletters, unless you indicate your request on the form.  EMAIL FORMS can be found on the Gathering Hall table or email us at crosslut@bignet.net.

Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org

The Calendar and Newsletter are available each month on this web site.  Also, if you would prefer this newsletter be emailed to you, email us.  Our congregation has decided to no longer mail out newsletters.                            crosslut@bignet.net


	COMING IN JUNE . . . . . . . 
                CROSS OF CHRIST RUMMAGE SALE


Start setting aside those unwanted, useable items for our June Rummage Sale.  We don’t have room to store items until after preschool completes their school year, but we appreciate you saving items for us when you begin your spring cleaning.  Women’s Outreach will meet on Saturday, March 19, to begin planning for the sale.  We would love your help!


	STEWARDSHIP 
CORNER

He Sent His Son

“We were dead in the trespasses and sins in which we once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air . . . and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind”  (Ephesians 2: 1-3).  We were in trouble!  And there was not a thing we could do to extricate ourselves from the pit we were in, “BUT God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loves us, even when we were dead in our trespasses”  (Ephesians 2: 4-5), sent His Son.

He didn’t wait until we straightened ourselves out; He doesn’t want us to be weighed down with the burdens of our sins.  No, He invites us to cast all our “anxieties on Him, because He cares for us” (I Peter 5:7P.  He sees our weak condition and promises that He will not break the bruised reed nor will He quench the faintly burning wick  (Isaiah 42:3).

God “sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins”  (I John 4:10).  Jesus came while we were weak and sinful, while we were dead.  He perfectly satisfied the demands of the law on our behalf.  God sent His Son to live the perfect life in our place and to reconcile us to our Father through His death on the Cross.  Through Christ we have been made alive; we have been saved by grace  (Ephesians 2:5).

All because of God’s great love for us!  Martin Luther, in his explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, the article dealing with our redemption, stresses our helplessness and Christ’s sacrifice – that our Savior shed His “Holy, precious blood”  -- and then he talks about our response:  “that we may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.” We are saved for eternity, and we are saved to do good in this life.  We are saved to “serve Him.”  We are saved so that we might tell others of the hopeless situation we were in apart from Christ.  We are saved so that we might point others to the Savior.  We are saved so that we might minister to others just as Christ ministered when He walked this earth – touching, teaching, loving, and speaking the truth in love.  We are now entering the season of Lent.  In your conversations with your neighbors and acquaintances, make mention of this season.  Many have never heard of Lent.  These 40 days offer great opportunity to educate and inspire, to plant seeds and water them, to live actively under Jesus in His kingdom and to serve Him by serving others.


	AREA NEWS

David Paul Britton, contemporary Christian recording artist, will present a Family Concert & Celebration, Tuesday, March 1, at 7 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran, Northville.

POBLO International Ministries will offer a  one course per month, beginning in March to help you meet, befriend, reach out to Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, and other cultures.  Call POBLO at 313-563-2051 for more information.

LCFS Annual Social, “Joy Along the Way” will be held Sat., March 12, at the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth.  Contact LCFS at 989-686-7650 to make reservations.

St. Paul, Ann Arbor is sponsoring a two-evening "Answers In Genesis: Not Ashamed Conference" on Sunday, March 27 and Monday, March 28. Dr. Terry Mortenson will lead two sessions each evening, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the large gymnasium at St. Paul Lutheran School, located at 495 Earhart Road in Ann Arbor. The conference will help you learn more about God's Word and about the arguments some have made against it. For more information, contact the church office at 734-665-9117.



	March
Birthdays

 2	Alice Van Atta
 4	Thomas Hamlet
 5	Lindsay Bray
Travis Miller
 7	John Mattison
James Wadkins
 8	Kindsey Nelson
10	Earlene Reinwand
14	Blake Russell
18	Jeff Marsh
	Jack Petsch
19	Lynne Lach
20	Kayla Evans	
Aaron Nelson
21	Crystal Turbett
	Jason Petsch
Robert Wolski
22	Carole Bedard
John Candela
24	Richard Chambers
	Dennis Evans
29	Dana Hamlet
30	Paige Sterling

March
Anniversaries
 
25	Ryan & Emily Schoenberg   

Please inform the church office of any missing dates or errors.




	Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Debt Fund, Garage Fund, 
Cement Work Fund,
New Roof Fund
Improved Sound System

+   +   +







THRIVENT CHOICE

Thrivent Choice Voting enables all Thrivent members to choose from a short list of national Lutheran and non-Lutheran organizations to share in $1 million of Thrivent Financial’s charitable grant funds.  The money is divided based on the percentage of votes each organization receives from members.  

Choice Dollars allows eligible members to help direct our grant funds to thousands of enrolled Lutheran Organizations, such as our church and preschool.  Members eligible for Choice Dollars are notified through a letter from Thrivent.

Members can check their program status and current available Choice Dollars at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by phone at 800-847-4836 (say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt).  Choice Dollars allocated in 2010 expire on March 31.  Thank you for calling to designate “Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool” as your designated choice for Choice Dollars.

Call Raeann Kusch at 734-432-7777, our Thrivent representative.
________________________________

CHURCH BULLETIN BLOOPERS

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.  They need all the help they can get.

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple children.
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Sunday                    Monday          Tuesday         Wednesday     Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	
+ Indicates Holy      
   Communion
	

	1

7:00pm
   Board of
   Evangelism
	 2 
4:00-5:30pm
       Confirmation

	3

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts
	4
11:30am
  Lunch Bunch –
      Lucas, S. Lyon
7:00pm Bible Study
	5


	6    
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship 
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Youth Bible Study
11:00am Cong. Meeting

Preschool Registration:
Church Members
	7
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

Preschool
Registration:
PS Families
	8


	9     Ash
    Wednesday

4:00-5:30pm
       Confirmation
7:00pm Lenten 
             Worship +
	10

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts

	11



Preschool
Open Enrollment:
Community
	12

      


	13 
  9:00 am Adult Bible Class 10:00am Worship +    
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Bd. of Trustees
11:00am Praise Team
               Rehearsal
	14
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers


	15

7:00pm
   Church Council
	16  
4:00-5:30pm
       Confirmation
7:00pm Lenten 
             Worship
	17




	18


	19

10:00am
  Women’s
  Outreach
  Meeting

	20 
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship 
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Bd. of Elders
11:00am Coffee Hour
11:00am Choir Rehearsal 
11:00am Youth Bible Study
      Noon Youth Bowling
	21

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	22



	23
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
7:00pm Lenten
             Worship

	24





_____________________
	25

6:00pm
Fallott/McNamara
   Rehearsal

	26

2:00pm
Fallott/McNamara
   Wedding


	27
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
   Choir Sings
10:00am Sunday School 
______________________
	28

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers
	29 

	30  
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
7:00pm Lenten
            Worship
	31

	

	




