CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
(248) 437-8810
www.crossofchristlutheran.org                                                             Email:  crosslut@bignet.net             

N O V E M B E R ,  2 0 1 1


		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old by Dec. 1st through fifth grade 
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays 9:00 a.m. (weekly) & Friday 7:00 p.m. (once a month)
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. – 1st and 3rd Sundays



Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

     If New Year’s is about making resolutions and the future, then Thanksgiving is about remembering and the past.  Turkey, stuffing and stories get handed from person to person.  While the platters and gravy boats empty, the stories get filled out with new details and embellishments.  Some of the stories are as old as the pilgrims; others might have happened last week.  You can relive the past year simply by looking down the dining room table.  Where Grandma or Dad once sat, there is now an empty chair; or perhaps where there was just one chair, now there are two or three and the dining room is bursting at the seams with new members.  The gray hairs, the lined faces, and the round cheeks all tell the story in their own way.  Thanksgiving is about remembering.  We remember and thank God for the blessings He has given us so far in 2011.

     Thanksgiving isn’t simply about remembering facts.  The mental exercise of recalling names and dates might be good enough to pass a school exam, but it won’t do for Thanksgiving.  I might know all about Plymouth, Squanto, and William Bradford, but no one would say that I’ve remembered Thanksgiving, at least not until I’ve made a Pilgrim hat, enjoyed turkey and pumpkin pie, and loosened my belt a notch or two.  A proper remembrance of Thanksgiving involves the whole person, not only the mind.  The same goes for a wedding anniversary.  There’s more to remembering an anniversary than knowing the date.   Dinner and flowers are a good start.

     God wants your entire life to be one of remembrance -- for you to remember Him with our heads, hearts, and hands.  Through Holy Baptism, you are a member of our Heavenly Father’s family, and you now remember the Lord your God by living as His child.  You can remember and thank God in prayer.  We pray to our Father in Heaven in the Lord’s Prayer, “give us this day our daily bread.”   We receive the daily bread that God provides us with thanksgiving.  God’s delight is to give to you, to provide for you, to answer you.  God does this at church and in your home.  Your roof, your bed, and your table are His gifts too.  The turkey, stuffing and potatoes all come from God’s hands.


PASTOR’S LETTER Continued

     Thanksgiving helps us remember who we are and whose we are.  God reminds us who we are in His people, purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ.  Remember this by receiving His gifts.  Make the sign of the cross.  Listen to God’s Word.  Come to the Communion Table to eat and drink the body and blood of our Lord Jesus.  Remember who you are by living as one who has been redeemed by Christ the crucified.  Remember it with your heads, hands, hearts, ears, and mouths.

     With such remembrance and thanksgiving, pick up the platter, tell your stories, pass the gravy, and enjoy all that our Lord has given you.  Remember His blessings and give thanks to God.

     May God bless you and your family during this month of November and always!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson


	C H R I S T I A N    E D U C A T I O N

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.

YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for “Fun Nights”  – games, food, and fellowship.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m. on the first and third Sundays of the month.

CONFIRMATION instruction, for young people in 7th and 8th grades, is held Wednesdays from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  If you are interested in having your child join the group, give Pastor Nelson a call. 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Adult Bible Study is held Sundays at 9 a.m.  We are studying the book of Proverbs.  All are welcome!

	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

The Friday night Bible Study will meet on Friday, November 11, at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We meet Friday evenings once a month.  You can join in any month.  We are viewing Focus on the Family’s DVD series, “The Truth Project,” led by Michael Abrash.  Refreshments are served. In this study we see how truth frames the nature of the cosmic battle that rages around us between the truth claims of God and the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.  The Truth Project launches into a systematic and comprehensive tour of looking at all of life from God’s perspective.  Whether we are talking about philosophy and ethics, anthropology, sociology, history or science, God has given to us a standard and a plan for seeing all of life the way He sees it.   See you Friday, November 11th!


	CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
                                                    “Preschool With a Plus”

Our preschool provides a program for children three and four years old by December 1st of that school year.  We presently have openings for three and four year olds. Pass the word on to friends and family.  Call the church/preschool office with any questions at 248-437-8810.

Consider a gift to the Preschool Scholarship Fund to provide tuition help for families with need.


	
Children’s Halloween Party
Saturday, October 29, 2011
3 – 5 p.m.
Games, Treats, & Fun
Wear your Costume!

VOLUNTEERS are needed to run the games during the Halloween Party (a good opportunity to serve!).  We are also looking for donations of candy, cookies, and baked goods.  Drop off any donations in the church kitchen.  Any and all help is appreciated.  Contact Tom & Kelli Hackbardt at 248-321-5991 or tkahackbar@yahoo.com if you have any questions and to offer your help.  A sign-up sheet is also posted on the Information Board.

	OPERATION
CHRISTMAS 
CHILD

Our congregation is again reaching out to needy children in desperate situations around the world through Operation Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas Child demonstrates God’s love to hurting children in a tangible way by partnering with churches worldwide to deliver gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse (Franklin Graham, President).  

Please fill your own box (plastic or shoe box is fine).  BROCHURES are available on the entryway table with suggestions.  If able, please include a $7 donation in the envelope for shipping and place on top inside your box.  FILLED BOXES ARE DUE BACK ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13.


	ADULT CHOIR


People of all voices are needed -(soprano, alto, tenor, and bass).   If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.  Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month.

“I will sing to the Lord for He has been good to me.”   (Psalm 13:6)



	WOMEN’S OUTREACH
Sunday, October 30th
HALLOWEEN - HARVEST BAKE SALE
Halloween Baked Goods, 
Harvest Gifts & Table Favors
Bakers and Buyers needed!

We are working on a few other events . . . . a Christmas Sale, featuring gently-used decorations and never-been-used gift items.  Also, a Progressive Dinner is being planned for Saturday, December 10th – something to look forward to.  Watch your bulletin for updates.  All ladies are invited to join us at our next Women’s Outreach meeting on Saturday, November 19, at 10 a.m.

THANK YOU to Women’s Outreach for having all of the church windows professionally cleaned.  They look terrific!

	All are invited . . . .

Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 20
After Worship

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Come and celebrate Thanksgiving with your church family on Sunday, November 20, after the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  Enjoy a delicious turkey dinner with all the trimmings.  Suggested Donation is $8.00 per adult – (approximate cost of the dinner to our church.)  Donations of desserts are requested.  Help is also needed for CLEAN UP after the dinner.  Any questions, call Sue Zimmerman at 248-486-1193.

Sign up on the Information Board so we can determine a count.

	UPDATED
COFFEE HOUR                             
SCHEDULE                      Third Sunday of the month after worship
                                      
Church Council is implementing something new for Coffee Hour this year.  The Schedule below indicates which boards will host by setting up, supplying coffee and doughnuts, and then cleaning up.  A sign up sheet will be posted a few weeks before on the Information Board for members to donate items for Coffee Hour.  It is the Council’s hope that this will help with spreading the responsibility among more of our members.                                                                         
                                                                               February             Altar Guild
     November      Thanksgiving Dinner                   March                 Women’s Outreach
     December      Board of Elders                           April                    Church Council
     January          Board of Trustees                       May                     Preschool Board                                                                           


	CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

We thank Christmas Décor, by Eradico, for donating all of the outdoor Christmas lights for this upcoming Christmas season.

	STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

Go and bear fruit!
[image: New Apppletree]
Bearing Fruit for Jesus stewardship program helped us understand that in order for us to bear spiritual fruit we need to stay connected to Jesus (John 15:4-5).  Giving is one of the special ways we bear fruit for Jesus as we put our faith into action.  Through the fruit of giving, we give honor and praise to God, extend God’s kingdom, and support those in need.

Thank you to all who turned in their 2012 COMMITMENT form.  We would like everyone to fill out a Commitment Form, even if you are unable to pledge at this time.  We also appreciate the Time & Talent Inventories being filled out, if you haven’t previously filled one out.  Commitment forms and Inventories can still be returned in the offering plate or mailed to the church office.  Extra forms can be found on the table in the Gathering Hall.  Only our Financial Secretary views the Commitment forms.

Thank you again for sharing your blessings and being a partner in this journey of faith.  May God’s blessings be with you as you faithfully manage all that He has entrusted to you.

Gratitude for His Presence

How many stars are there in the sky?  Who can count them?  Yet God created and knows each of them.  How many different kinds of animals in the forests and deserts and oceans?  We have not come to the end of discovering them all, but God has created each one in its unique way.  Nor has God been less meticulous with us, for, even though all humans have the same body structure, a face with nose, eyes, and mouth, and all our various parts, yet each of us is uniquely different from another.  Not only has God created each of us, He knows us intimately and cares about every facet of our lives and activities.  David, the psalmist, wrote about this characteristic of God in Psalm 139:  “O Lord, You have searched me and You know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down;  You are familiar with all my ways”  (Psalm 139: 1-3).

Here is really something to be thankful for!  The Creator of the universe cares so much about you that He searches your heart and mind in order that He might know you!  We talk about our need and desire to know God;  have you ever thanked Him that He wants to know you?

Are you thankful that you can never get away from God?  That He knows when you sit, when you stand, when you go somewhere, and even when you lie down to go to sleep at night?  We can never get away from God.  Should we ascend to the clouds or descend to the depths of the ocean, we would not go there alone  (Psalm 139:8).  God loves us so much that His presence is with us wherever we are.

Like the three-year old who stamps her little foot in defiance when her parents make her go to bed when she needs rest; and like the rebellious teen who believes his parents are out to control him, we do not always recognize that all God gives us and does for us and, yes, even demands of us, is for our good because He loves us.  Sometimes we, too, stamp our feet and shout at God in defiance, while we should be thanking Him for His presence, for His constant care, for His love that will not let go of us.  Tenderly He forgives our waywardness, restoring us again to His presence, giving us ever more cause for gratitude.

	MISSION OUTREACH - ST. PAUL COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, PONTIAC:

Following is information submitted by our sister congregation, which has been designated by our congregation to receive our Mission offering:

ST. PAUL COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

	As the ministry grows at St. Paul, I see  bits and pieces of the many churches in the Circuit that contribute to the health and welfare of this ministry.  You may never know how you have touched someone’s life with your donations of time, service and dollars.  A child with a warm coat on these chilly fall days… reading glasses for those with aging eyes… a clean, dry blanket for a brother or sister who must sleep in their car until they can get a job… a hot meal prepared by loving hands….   All of these things bring hope to the hopeless, and faith to those who have lost their way. Matthew 25:40, The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.  God Bless Your Faithfulness. 
	As this ministry grows so does the need for organization and communication.   Thank you for your prayers,  your donations, and the time you contribute to this great cause.  You may never know how very much it is appreciated.  God Bless You.    Vicci Salerno

Special NOTE: To make it easier to minister to God’s Children— some changes & reminders
1. The deliveries of food, clothes, etc. are brought on Friday only.
2. We would like a stock of 20 Layettes to have ready when needed.  We have none left.
3. Need someone to respond to webpage, info@ stpaulsPontiac.com
4. Need money for materials for youth group:  i.e. videos, books, games, roller skating.
5. New Carpet for Main Church.
6. New Roof.  (District)
7. AT CHURCH: Reading tutor for 50 year old gentleman.  At your convenience.
8.  AT CHURCH: math tutors for Jr. High Kids.  At your convenience.
As the ministry moves toward becoming self-sufficient financially it will need help from those who have invested time and prayer in St. Paul Community Lutheran Church.  Dietrick will be ordained next June 2012.  It would be nice to have some (or all) of these projects completed by then.   We are off to a great start, thanks to you, the Faithful, who not only care about this ministry but also with prayers and action.
Other needs require an ongoing commitment:
Two more people to help distribute clothes and food on Tuesdays between 1:00pm -2:00 pm.  
1. One more person to help fold and sort donated clothes.  Must be able to lift 20#.
2. Someone to answer the telephone.   The need is for four days a week.  If we could find someone to do it one day a month and 20 people took 1 day, the commitment would be doable.  Often the telephone is not answered because Dietrick and Becky are involved with someone who needs help or counseling.  The telephone person would take messages or give information about the hours of operation.  Call Vicci at 248-884-4366
NEW CONTACT INFO:   	info.@stpaulspontiac.com
	Pastor@stpaulspontiac.com   (Dietrick’s personal email)   WEBSITE: stpaulspontiac.com








	
NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

  1	Bryan Lach
  4	Emily Deeds
  5	Sarah Walrath
11	Deanna Sieting
12	Barbara Elandt
13	Ed Hempel
	Taylor Opfermann
	Emily Schoenberg
15	Dee Albin
 	Louise Rucker
16	Amy Lockard
	Esther Schlosser
17	Jan Flook
18	Juanita Tunis
20	Drew Hantz
21	Diana Baker
23	John Gilbert
	Pastor Nelson
24	Jeannine Hosbach
	Colleen Martin
	Dawn Petz
27	Amy Deeds
28	Hazel Richardson
	Drake Wyman
30	Brenden Lach
	Nicholas Stevenson

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

  5	Neil & Annie Nichols
  7	Jerry & Carla Geelhood
12	Gary & Nancy Cash
24	Peter & Julie Loukas
27	Julius & Marjorie Saner	
	
Let the church office know of any dates missing or incorrect.






SPECIAL THANKS
.   .   .   . to Bruce Mach for serving as Financial Secretary the past 17 years.  May the Lord richly bless him, Joy, and his family.

THANK YOU to Chuck Deeds for offering his time and talent to serve as our Financial Secretary.

THANK YOU
  .  .  .   .  to Gary Albin, Charley Hall, and Bonnie Reichert for painting some of the church doors.  They look great!

HELP NEEDED
Your help serving as a Trustee would be greatly appreciated!  

USHERS NEEDED
More Ushers are needed.  Ushers serve once a month on a team of four.  See Pastor Nelson if you can serve.  

ACTIVE FAITH is in need of CEREAL.  Place your cereal donations and other non-perishable food items in the box as you enter church.  Thank you.

MEMBERSHIP

TRANSFER OUT:
+ + Jane Hibbard
	  Tony and Melanie, 	
      To Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
      Farmington Hills, Michigan	
		Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Cement Work Fund 
Debt Fund
Garage Fund
New Roof Fund --
(Church & Parsonage)
Improved Sound System



N O V E M B E R   2 0 1 1
 CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Email: crosslut@bignet.net                                               Office: 248-437-8810                                  Web:www.crossofchristlutheran.org
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Sunday                    Monday          Tuesday         Wednesday     Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	  


+ Indicates
   Holy Communion
	

	1
   


	2

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	3

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts


	4

	5

      


	6
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am  Youth Bible Study
11:00am  Board of Elders

Time Change:  Fall Back
	7

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers



	8

7:00pm
    Trustees
	9

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	10

6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts

	11

7:00pm
Bible Study
“The Truth
   Project”

	12


	13 
  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
11:15am Praise Team
                  Rehearsal
Operation CC Boxes Due
	14

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	15

7:00pm
   Church Council
	16

4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	17


	18


	19

10:00am
   Women’s
   Outreach


	20
  (No Bible Study)
10:00am Worship 
10:00am Sunday School
11:15am Thanksgiving
                Dinner
                (Choir Sings)
	21

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers


	22
    

	23

7:00pm
  Thanksgiving
   Eve Worship +

	24

Thanksgiving
         Day
	25

	26

9:00am 
   Church
   Christmas
   Decorating


	27

  9:00am Adult Bible Class
10:00am Worship +
   (Praise Team sings)
10:00am Sunday School
	28  

5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	29
	30

4:00-5:30pm
     Confirmation
7:00pm
      Worship
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