CROSS   OF   CHRIST        (
         LUTHERAN CHURCH

24155 Griswold Road

South Lyon, MI 48178

(248) 437-8810
Fax: (248)437-7708                                                     Email: crosslut@bignet.net


N O V E M B E R ,  2 0 0 5
Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

November is the month in which we celebrate Thanksgiving.  The people of the United States take time to thank God for all the blessings He has graciously given our nation.  The people of Cross of Christ will take time to give thanks to God during our worship services on Sunday, November 20, and on Wednesday, November 23.  We will thank the Lord for all physical and spiritual blessings He has bountifully and graciously bestowed upon us.  Let us gather together in all our worship services in November to give thanks to our good and gracious God.

During his presidency, George Washington issued a proclamation recommending that the people of the United States all unite in rendering thanks to God for His kind care and protection to them.  

WHEREAS, it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor;

WHEREAS, both the houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me “to recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.”
NOW, THEREFORE, I do recommend next, to be devoted by the people of the states to the service of that great and glorious being, who is the beneficent Author of the good that was, this is, or that will be that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this country.


… George Washington
I thank God for you when I remember you in my prayers.  I thank God for you as I write this letter.  I thank God for the love, sympathy and generosity you expressed to Chris and me following the deaths of my brother-in-law and grandmother.  Our Lord received their spirits into heaven within a week of each other in late September.  Thank you for your love and sympathy at that difficult time.  I thank God for your partnership in the gospel at Cross of Christ.


Let us thank the Lord for all of the blessings He gives us in Holy Communion.  We will have five opportunities to celebrate the Lord’s Supper in November.  Jesus will give us His body in the bread and His blood in the fruit of the vine.  Christ gave thanks to God when He instituted Holy Communion.  

Your Lord will bless you with forgiveness of sins, life, salvation, love, joy, and peace in His Supper.  Another name for Holy Communion is Eucharist, which means “thanksgiving.”  We “thank the Lord and sing His praise “for the gifts He gives us in the Eucharist.

Our worship services in November will be wonderful opportunities to give thanks to God.  The apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians, “speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Eph. 5:19-20)

We can give thanks to God by singing, “Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices.  Who wondrous things has done, in whom His world rejoices; who from our mother’s arms has blest us on our way, with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.”  (LW- 443)

May our God abundantly bless you and your family during this month of November and always.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson
___________________________________


Fall Worship Schedule:

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class:


9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES are growing!  If you haven’t brought your child (3 years old through high school) to Sunday School yet, you are welcome to join them!

ADULT BIBLE CLASS is studying Exodus.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH is held during the 10:30 a.m. service, ages 3 years through 5th grade.

___________________________________

COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER

Preschool Board

DECEMBER

Board of Elders

JANUARY

Board of Trustees

FEBRUARY

Board of Evangelism

MARCH

Youth Groups

APRIL

Bd. of Stewardship

MAY


Women’s Outreach
_________________________________

NOVEMBER MEETINGS

AT A GLANCE . . . .
  2rd
Wed.
Bd. of Evangelism 
8:00pm

  3 d
Thurs.
Board of Elders     
7:00pm

14th
 Mon.
Board of Trustees
7:00pm

15th      Tues.
Church Council            7:00pm

___________________________________

COMMITMENT

FORMS 
Our Fall Stewardship Program concluded with COMMITMENT Sunday on October 16.  If you were unable to attend, you are invited to mail in your commitment form in the near future.

___________________________________

OUT TO LUNCH

BUNCH
The Out-to-Lunch Bunch will meet at Riffles in South Lyon on Friday, November 4, at 11:30 a.m.  Those setting up for the Bazaar will also join the group.  Men and women are welcome; invite a friend!

____________________________________
LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER . . . 
Sat.
Dec. 3

Church Decorating

Sun.
Dec. 4

Advent by Candlelight

Sun.
Dec. 11
Caroling

Fri.
Dec. 16
Children’s

Christmas Program

Sun.
Dec. 18
Children’s Program

___________________________________

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD

It’s not to late . . . 

Many boxes are available!
Our Congregation is again reaching out to needy children in desperate situations around the world through “Operation Christmas Child.”  Brochures and an empty plastic box are available as you enter church to take home and fill.  Suggested items are listed in the brochure. (They also ask for a $5 donation per box to cover shipping. - Cash or checks made payable to “Samaritan’s Purse” may be placed inside the box on top of the items.)  FILLED BOXES ARE DUE BACK TO CHURCH  BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13.  (Put filled boxes in the church conference room.)
___________________________________

Annual 


Thanksgiving 


Dinner


Sunday, November 20


Noon
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Come and celebrate Thanksgiving with your Church family on Sunday, November 20, after the 10:30 a.m. service.

Enjoy an excellent turkey dinner with all the trimmings.  A free-will donation is accepted.  (The cost to the church is $8 per dinner.)

Please SIGN UP on the information Center Board so that we can get an accurate count.

HELP is also needed for CLEAN UP on Sunday.  
Envelopes are available on the table in the Gathering Hall if you would like to make a donation to help defray the cost to the church for the upcoming Thanksgiving Dinner.  This helps make it possible for all to attend.

___________________________________


Cross of Christ’s


Holiday Bazaar


Sat., November 5, 2005


9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
· Plan on BAKING for the Bake Sale or making candy.  Please try to price and wrap your treats.  Thank you!
(Drop off Thursday evening til 9 p.m.; Friday until 6 p.m.; or 8-9 a.m.  Saturday morning.)
· Finish up your home-made CRAFT items.  (Items can be brought in any time the week of Oct. 31 until Friday morning, the 4th.)

· Look for GENTLY-USED items for the Treasure Table. (Items may be brought in up until Friday morning.) - no clothing please!

· Call Carol Erb (248-437-3544) or drop items off at church for the SILENT AUCTION.

· Call Sue Zimmerman (248-486-1193) if you can help out with the CHILDREN’S Christmas Shop.

· Plan on helping SET UP (Friday beginning at 8:30 a.m.) or CLEAN UP (beginning at 3 p.m. on Saturday.)

The Church doors will need to be locked at 6 p.m. on Friday (because of the Crafters).  Church will be open on Thursday evening until 9 p.m.

Everyone participating will help make this year’s Bazaar a big success!

	Matching Funds for the Holiday Bazaar in the amount of $650 are being applied for through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  




        ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT


Sunday, December 4, 2005


6 - 8 p.m.
Join us for a very special evening of Christmas music and program, fellowship, friends, family, and dessert!  You may be a hostess or sign up to come as a guest.  There will be a sign up sheet for tables and also for people who want to attend as guests.  Any questions, call Ettie Ann Hirth at 248-349-2545.

___________________________________

POINSETTIAS

Sign up on the Information Center Board to purchase POINSETTIA plants for the church sanctuary for the Christmas season.  Plants will be available for $13.50 each and may be taken home after the Christmas Day worship service.  (Twenty plants have been ordered.)  Cash or checks made payable to “Cross of Christ,” designated “Poinsettias” may be placed in the offering plate.

___________________________________

2 0 0 6

CALENDARS

Pick up a free 2006 CALENDAR in the Gathering Hall.   Our calendars are a gift from our friends at Casterline Funeral Home.

___________________________________
NEW 

MEMBERS 

WELCOMED
On Sunday, October 16, the following members were welcomed:

Edna Schuur

Kenneth Taber

Bonnie Tura
___________________________________

NOVEMBER

BIRTHDAYS

  3
Ryan Jones

  4
Emily Deeds

Bertha Johnston

  5
Sarah Walrath

11
Christine Brinkel

Rebecca Precht

Deanna Sieting

13
Ed Hempel

Taylor Opfermann

15
Dee Albin

Louise Rucker

16
Leonard Haack

Amy Lockard

Esther Schlosser

17
Jan Flook

18
Juanita Tunis

20
Helen Gertz

Drew Hantz

23
Pastor Nelson

24
Matthew Barnett

Jeannine Hosbach

Colleen Martin

Dawn Petz

25
Amber Arvo

Mitchel Brown

27
Amy Deeds

28
Jill Orlandi

Hazel Richardson

Drake Wyman

29
Dianne Klamik

Kenneth Taber

NOVEMBER

ANNIVERSARIES
  1
David & Mary Pagels
  5
Neil & Annie Nichols

  7
Jerry & Carla Geelhood

12
Gary & Nancy Cash

24
Peter & Julie Loukas

27
Julius & Marjorie Saner


	DEADLINE for information for the DECEMBER NEWSLETTER will be Sunday, November 20, 2005.




HURRICANE AID
Our Metro West Region has been assigned two congregations from the Southern District to help after Katrina.  Cross of Christ is in the Metro West Region.  The two congregations we are helping are Christ Lutheran Church - Chalmette, LA (Rev. Phillip Miller) and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School - Biloxi, MS (Rev. Eric Hollar).  Relief money can be designated for these two congregations and sent to:

LCMS World Relief

1333 South Kirkwood Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63122-7295

     Or

Michigan District LCMS

3773 Geddes Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3098

___________________________________

MEMBERSHIP
BAPTISM:
+ +
Andrew Henry Zecman


Child of Sean & Kimberly

Oct. 16, 2005


CALLED HOME:
+ +
Anna A. Shoemaker



October 3, 2005

TRANSFER OUT:
+ +
Philip & Karen Hergenreder

      Megan, Jessica, Timothy

To St. John’s Lutheran, 

Fowlerville, MI


	A R E A    N E W S
A presentation by Dr. Paul Maier on distortions in the best selling book by Dan Brown, The DaVinci Code will be held at St. Matthew, Walled Lake, on November 6, 2005 from 6-8 p.m.     Please RSVP at 248-624-7676.


*   *   *

Concordia University will present the BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL 2005 on Friday, Dec. 2; Sat., Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m.; and Sun., Dec. 4, at 4 p.m. at Chapel of the Holy Trinity, Concordia campus, Ann Arbor.  Tickets are Adult: $12-15, Child: $8-10.  Call 734-995-4612 or www.cuaa.edu. 


MEMORIALS:
+ + In memory of Parents, William & Almira Campbell, a gift has been given by Lyne Nelson.

+ + In memory of Ann Shoemaker, gifts have been given by Mr. & Mrs. John Boyle, Alec Shoemaker, Mr. & Mrs. D.A. Coutts, and Mr. & Mrs. Gene Barrett.

+ + In memory of Ann Shoemaker, gifts have been given to Debt Reduction by Mr. & Mrs. William Hirth and Mr. & Mrs. Frank Huber; and to the Garage Fund by Evelyn Oliver.

+ + In memory of Roland & Ann Shoemaker, a gift has been given by Mr. & Mrs. Howard Henrickson.

+ + In memory of Regina Last, gifts have been given to Debt Reduction by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Miller and Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schultz.

+ + In memory of Daniel Neilson, a gift has been given to Debt Reduction by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Miller.

+ + In memory of Ann & Roland Shoemaker, a gift has been given to the Garage Fund by Mr. & Mrs. Myron Nims.

+ + In memory of Ann Shoemaker, gifts have been given by Marie Smith & nieces, Betty Medcoff and Nora Wanrzyniak.

+ + In memory of Ann & Roland Shoemaker, a gift has been given by Patricia Hadrich, Susan Garbow, and Linda Cartwright and families.

+ + In memory of Richard Echols Sr.,  a gift has been given to Debt Reduction by Doreen Echols.

+ + To the glory of God and in honor of their 54th wedding anniversary, a gift has been given to Debt Reduction by Julius & Marjorie Saner.

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
Why 10%?  Why not some other proportion?  “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belong to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.” (Leviticus 27:30)  

Actually, the tithe which God required the Israelites to give was more than just a simple 10%.  It included a tenth of the grain harvest, as well as the harvest of the orchard and vineyard and garden.  It included the first of every ten animals that were counted when the flocks and herds were rounded up.  In addition to this, God required that the Israelites devote to Him the firstborn of every animal and even the firstborn child of their families.  If the child was not to be given to God’s service (as Samuel was), then they were  required to “redeem” the child, to buy him or her back with another offering.

Few Christians today would think of suggesting that we give such a tithe, and, since Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament law perfectly for us, we are not commanded to give a certain amount.  Jesus spoke about total commitment rather than percentage giving.  Having been saved by grace, why would we, as Christians, limit our giving to only 10 percent?

Of the various amounts mentioned in the Bible, a tenth is the smallest proportion suggested.  Many believers have given much more.  Paul suggests to Christians that they make their very “bodies a living sacrifice” to the Lord.  But to those who have seen what God has given to them through the life and death of His Son, Jesus Christ, a tenth part of our material goods seems a small thing.

Christians will indeed give other gifts over and above the tenth.  They will offer their time.  They will use their voices to praise God.  They will use the 90% which they keep in ways that are pleasing to God, and they will seek to glorify God in the way they use His other blessings, their homes and cars, their children and grandchildren, their minds and bodies.  

You certainly do not have to give God 10%, but that figure is a good start.  If God should call upon you to do so, I pray that you will consider giving Him much more.  Your life given in His service would not be too great a sacrifice.  Along with everything else, it was God’s gift to you.  

Dear Father, You gave me so much more than I can ever return.  Give me the wisdom to see how to respond to Your love and the will to use all that I am and all that I have to Your glory.  In the name of the One Who died for me, Jesus my Savior.  Amen.

September, ’05 Contributions  The BUDGET monthly contributions for September, 2005, were $18,559.00 and included the Debt Reduction contributions of $4,120.00, for September, 2005.  However, we did NOT match the approved BUDGET Monthly Giving of $24,251.58 or the monthly mortgage payment of $4,489.00 in September, 2005.

Debt Reduction, Unpaid Balance  The last mortgage payment was made on October 24, 2005.  The unpaid mortgage balance is displayed on the thermometer in the Gathering Hall, and currently stands at ($377,958.23). (An extra $292.00, was paid to principle in October.)  The mortgage is from the CEF, in Ann Arbor, MI and carries an APR of 4.875%

Faithfully yours,

The Board of Stewardship  
[image: image1.wmf]
YOUTH NEWS!
Team Trinity: (ages 6th grade – 12th grades)

Mark your calendars!  Mark your calendars!  Mark your calendars!  Mark your calendars!

·
Don’t forget the Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, November 5th, from 9am – 3 pm!  We will be helping with the “Kids Shop” and also selling ornaments as a fundraiser for our youth group.  Sign up sheets for work help are on the youth bulletin boards.  

·
Also, Saturday, November 26th, from 10:00am - 3:00pm is the annual Christmas shopping babysitting service for our church and preschool families.  (Thanksgiving weekend) I need all youth 6th – 12th grades to sign up on the youth bulletin board to help.  

God Squad:  (ages Kindergarten – 5th grades)
·
Watch for information on the bulletin boards for a November “Hang Out” day!  We will eat pizza, play games, and have fun with our friends.  Bring a friend with you!

·
Come shop at the Christmas “Kids Shop” at the bazaar on November 5th from 9am – 3pm(Bring Mom and Dad so they can shop in the grown up area! 

·
Sign up for the “Baby Jesus Birthday Party” on the youth bulletin board.  The date is Saturday, December 10th from 1pm – 2:30pm (after the Christmas play practice).  If you plan to come to both the play practice and the party, please bring a lunch with you to eat from 12:00 noon to 1pm.  

Children’s Church:  

·
All Stars for Jesus! will continue our unit called “Lessons from God” in November.  In October, we learned about good stewardship.  What it means and how we can be good stewards, too.  

Sunday school:

The Sunday school Christmas program will begin practices on Saturday, October 29th from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon.  If you have not signed up and would like your child to be in the Christmas program or you need a play practice schedule, please see me.  We would love to have them join us!  

Thanksgiving:

A special “thank you” to all those who donated Halloween candy!  It was thoughtful and such a help to the success of our party.  THANK YOU!

In Christ,

Debra Blackwell


Youth Director

