CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
(248) 437-8810
www.crossofchristlutheran.org                                                             Email:  crosslut@bignet.net             

O C T O B E R ,  2 0 1 1

		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old by Dec. 1st through fifth grade 
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays 9:00 a.m. (weekly) & Friday 7:00 p.m. (once a month)
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. – 1st and 3rd Sundays



Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

     During the month of October we celebrate Reformation Day on Monday, the 31st.  We will observe Reformation Day in our congregation on Sunday, the 30th.

     Martin Luther was an important person in the Reformation.  Martin Luther was a man of faith.  He had faith in God since his Baptism.  Martin spent part of his life trying to earn God’s favor by his good works.  After falling off his horse during a thunderstorm, Martin Luther joined an Augustinian monastery.  He fasted and prayed.  Martin went without sleep.  He read the Bible.  He read that no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by observing His law.  The Holy Spirit opened Luther’s mind to see that he could not be declared righteous in God’s sight by observing His law.  Martin Luther read that this righteousness from God comes to people through faith in Christ.  The Spirit opened Martin’s mind to see that this righteousness from God came to him through faith in Jesus. Luther maintained that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.  Martin Luther proclaimed the Reformation principle, faith alone.  He preached, taught and wrote the Biblical doctrine of justification by faith.  Luther taught that justification by faith is the central doctrine of the Bible.

     This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all people who believe in Him.  God declared you and all people righteous when Jesus was crucified.  You personally received this righteousness from God by believing in Christ as your Savior and Lord.  This righteousness from God came to you when you were baptized.  The Holy Spirit worked faith in Jesus in you by Holy Baptism.

     You are justified freely by God’s grace through the redemption that came by Jesus.  God’s grace is His undeserved good favor to you because of Christ.  Grace is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  Your justification is through the redemption that came by Christ’s blood shed on the cross.   Justification and redemption are two of God’s blessings to you that go together.  Both of them were accomplished by Jesus on the cross.   Redemption is the condition of spiritual freedom that Jesus won for you by His blood shed on the cross.



PASTOR’S LETTER Continued

     Having been justified by God’s grace, you have become an heir having the hope of eternal life in Heaven.   God justified you by His grace when Jesus was crucified.  God made you an heir of an eternal inheritance in Heaven when you were baptized.  You will move into your inheritance in Heaven when you die or when Christ comes back in glory.

     God punished Jesus for all your sins when He suffered on the cross.  Difficult circumstances and tough times in your life are not God punishing you for your sins.  God punished Christ for all your sins when He was crucified.  God left none of your sins unpunished.

      Martin Luther maintained that a person is justified by faith apart from observing the law.  We in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod maintain that people are justified by faith apart from observing the law.  Let us share that good news with others.

     May God bless you and your family during this month of October and always!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson


	C H R I S T I A N    E D U C A T I O N

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.

Sunday School TEACHERS are needed as substitutes.  Contact Tom or Kelli Hackbardt at 248-321-5991; thomas.hackbardt@us.bosch.com or tkahackbar@yahoo.com.

YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for “Fun Nights”  – games, food, and fellowship.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m. on the first and third Sundays of the month.

CONFIRMATION instruction, for young people in 7th and 8th grades, is held Wednesdays from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  If you are interested in having your child join the group, give Pastor Nelson a call.

	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

The Friday night Bible Study will meet again on Friday, October 7, at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We meet Friday evenings once a month.  You can join in any month.  This year we are viewing Focus on the Family’s DVD series, “The Truth Project,” led by Michael Abrash.  Refreshments are served. In this study we will see how truth frames the nature of the cosmic battle that rages around us between the truth claims of God and the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.  The Truth Project launches into a systematic and comprehensive tour of looking at all of life from God’s perspective.  Whether we are talking about philosophy and ethics, anthropology, sociology, history or science, God has given to us a standard and a plan for seeing all of life the way He sees it.  


	SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Adult Bible Study is held Sundays at 9 a.m.  During our fall Stewardship campaign, October 2, 9, and 16, we will study Bearing Fruit for Jesus:  His Grace and Power at Work Within You.  All are welcome!


	All are invited . . . .

Pancake Brunch
Sunday, October 16th
11 a.m.
Sponsored by the Board of Evangelism
(Free-will Donation)


	CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
                                                    “Preschool With a Plus”

Our preschool provides a program for children three and four years old by December 1st of that school year.  We have openings for three and four year olds in our Tuesday/Thursday class which meets 12:30-2:30 p.m. Pass the word on to friends and family.  Call the church/preschool office with any questions at 248-437-8810.

Consider a gift to the Preschool Scholarship Fund to provide tuition help for families with need.


	OPERATION
CHRISTMAS 
CHILD

Our congregation is again reaching out to needy children in desperate situations around the world through Operation Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas Child demonstrates God’s love to hurting children in a tangible way by partnering with churches worldwide to deliver gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse (Franklin Graham, President).  

Please fill your own box (plastic or shoe box is fine).  BROCHURES will be available soon on the entryway table with suggestions.  If able, please include a $7 donation in the envelope for shipping and place on top inside your box.  FILLED BOXES ARE DUE BACK ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13.


	ADULT CHOIR


People of all voices are needed -(soprano, alto, tenor, and bass).   If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.  Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month.

“I will sing to the Lord for He has been good to me.”   (Psalm 13:6)

	STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

BEARING FRUIT FOR JESUS

It is exciting to inform you that our stewardship theme for this year is [image: New Crosswithapples]Bearing Fruit for Jesus: His Grace and Power at Work Within You.  This will begin on Sunday, October 2.  The following is an introduction to what God’s Word says about bearing fruit: 

Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-5).  Fruit characterizes the life of the Christian steward.  It is interesting to note that, in this passage above, Jesus did not say, “You should bear fruit.”  He stated that when we abide in Him, it follows naturally that we will bear fruit.  

Paul explained to the Galatians what that fruit is:  “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control.”  “Since we live by the Spirit,” Paul exhorted, “let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other” (Galatians 5:25-26).  As children of God, we have this fruit because His Spirit lives in us.  We do not bear fruit as a result of our own efforts, but we do cease to bear fruit when we give in to our sinful natures, becoming, in Paul’s words, “conceited, provoking and envying each other”.

Just as fruit needs light for its growth and maturation, so do Christians need to have their lives illumined by Christ.  They then are able to produce spiritual fruit and shed that light on the world around them.  Ephesians 5:11 cautions us to, “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness” but to “Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8-9).

We discover God’s will through His Word and through prayer.  As Paul prayed for the Colossians, we, too, can ask God “to fill [us] with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding . . . in order that [we] may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work . . .” (Colossians 1:9-10).

God has plans and uses for our lives.  When we abide in Christ, we will be fruitful.  We will discover and follow His plan, and we will use the gifts He has given us in ministry to the people of the world. 
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Bearing Fruit for Jesus

Bearing Fruit for Jesus: His Grace and Power at Work Within You

Fruit trees are one of the many wonders of God’s creation.  To see the beauty of the tree and its fruit, to enjoy its taste, and to realize that it all came from a tiny seed is almost beyond our comprehension.  An apple seed is planted in the ground, and, with water and sun as nourishment, miraculously a seedling surfaces that develops into a fruit tree.  After a period of time, the apple tree fulfills its mission by bearing apples.  

We, as Christians, are like that apple tree.  We, too, have been fed and nourished by God so we can bear fruit.  “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).  Jesus tells us “I am the Vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  The life and power of any plant is found in its vine.  The vine uses the branches to produce its fruit.  The branch is simply a growth of the vine, produced by it and appointed to bear fruit.  The branch exists only because the vine makes it possible.  

Fruit characterizes the life of the Christian steward.  When we stay firmly connected to Jesus, we are told that we “will bear much fruit.”  Christ has given us the task of ministering to the needs of others and spreading the Gospel.  As we stay connected to Him through His Word and Sacraments, we discover God’s perfect will for us, and we are empowered to please Him by bearing fruit (Colossians 1:9-10).  God has created us to bear fruit (Ephesians 2:10), but only through Christ is it possible for us to do so.

“Since we live by the Spirit,” Paul exhorted, “let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other” (Galatians 5:25-26).  As children of God, we have this fruit because His Spirit lives in us, not as a result of our own efforts.  We do cease to bear fruit when we give in to our sinful natures, becoming, in Paul’s words, “Conceited, provoking and envying each other.”  We are to “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness” (Ephesians 5:11a), but are to “Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8b-10).

Go and bear fruit!
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	WOMEN’S OUTREACH

Women’s Outreach is planning a “Harvest Bake Sale” for Sunday, October 30.  Your donations of delicious baked goods and crafts with a Halloween/Harvest theme are invited.  Thank you to all who donated to the “Apple Fest!”  

We are working on a few other events . . . . a Christmas Sale, featuring gently-used decorations and never-been-used gift items.  Also, a Progressive Dinner is being planned for Saturday, December 10th – something to look forward to.

Watch your bulletin for updates and the next meeting date.  All ladies are invited to join us.


	UPDATED
COFFEE HOUR                             
SCHEDULE                      Third Sunday of the month after worship
                                      
Church Council is implementing something new for Coffee Hour this year.  The Schedule below indicates which boards will host by setting up, supplying coffee and doughnuts, and then cleaning up.  A sign up sheet will be posted a few weeks before on the Information Board for members to donate items for Coffee Hour.  It is the Council’s hope that this will help with spreading the responsibility among more of our members.
                                                                              
     October          Pancake Brunch                         February             Altar Guild
     November      Thanksgiving Dinner                   March                 Women’s Outreach
     December      Board of Elders                           April                    Church Council
     January          Board of Trustees                       May                     Preschool Board
                                                                                
The above schedule is subject to change, based on other church events.

	THANK YOU
 
 .  .   .   .  to Gary Albin, Charley Hall, Bill Hirth, and Ron Reichert for keeping the grass cut and looking great; and to Bonnie Reichert for caring for the flower beds!


	HELP NEEDED
The Trustees are looking for someone to volunteer their time and talent doing some painting.  We will supply the paint and supplies.  Call Bonnie (248-349-1555) or the church office if you can help out.  Your help serving as a Trustee would also be greatly appreciated!

USHERS NEEDED
More Ushers are needed.  Ushers serve once a month on a team of four.  See Pastor Nelson if you can serve.  

	EMAIL ADDRESSES

We are continuing to collect email addresses to inform you of upcoming church activities, youth events, special worship services, and funeral services, etc.  If you would like this newsletter  emailed to you, contact us at crosslut@bignet.net.

Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org




	THRIVENT CHOICE

Thrivent’s Choice Dollars program allows eligible members to help direct grant funds to thousands of enrolled Lutheran Organizations, such as our church and preschool.  Members eligible for Choice Dollars are notified through a letter from Thrivent.  Thank you to all who have already designated our church or preschool!

Members can check their program status and current available Choice Dollars at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by phone at 800-847-4836 (say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt).  Thank you for calling to designate “Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool” as your designated choice for Choice Dollars.  Call Raeann Kusch at 734-432-7777, our Thrivent representative, for product information.


	AREA NEWS

In celebration of the church’s 180th anniversary, a concert will be held at First Presbyterian Church, 205 East Lake Street, South Lyon, on Sunday, October 9, 4 p.m.  The Home United Methodist Church Gospel Choir will be featured.  Suggested donation is $10 – adults, $5 - students.

WOMEN’S RETREAT – Treasures in Clay Pots – Friday, November 11 (5 p.m.) – Sat., Nov. 12 (5 p.m.) – Colombiere Conf. Center, Clarkston Michigan.  An uplifting look at Corinthians, fellowship, music, craft, and delicious meals.  Contact Nancy Engling (734-591-0224) or Raeann Kusch (734-432-7777).

2011 FALL BIBLE SALE
For a limited time, Concordia Publishing House is offering discounts on The Lutheran Study Bible, Concordia Self-Study Bible, The Story Bible, and more.  Go to cph.org or call 1-800-325-3040 to place an order.  They make nice Christmas gifts!


	MISSION OUTREACH - ST. PAUL COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, PONTIAC:

Following is information submitted by our sister congregation, which has been designated by our congregation to receive our Mission offering:

Jesus commanded Peter to share His Love with those in need of Salvation. (John 21:15) Those who come to share in the fellowship at St. Paul Community Lutheran Church are given an opportunity to feed their bodies as well their souls thanks to the many churches that reach out and serve as their Lord has instructed them.  Without the efforts of members of the council of LCMS churches, there would be no opportunity for hearts and bellies to receive the life-giving food offered by believers.  The efforts brought by God’s People allowed St. Paul to be the gathering place for dinners, Sunday School Classes, even Vacation Bible School.  Different Lutheran congregations took on the burden of lawn care, flower beds, painting the bathroom, removal of carpets, rebuilding sidewalk signs, and even the removal of “removable” walls.  Others organized and ran VBS. The results in beautifying the church help make it a welcome refuge for those who come to worship and who seek Christian counsel and care.  You have no idea how much your effort is appreciated.  God Bless each of you who helped.










	OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

 2	Rose Hall
Eric Hantz
 3	Ettie Ann Hirth
Drake Lockard
 9	Clarice French
Jerry Geelhood
Ernest Johnston
11	Carol Mielke
12	Keith Pixley
Pam Sieting
15	Alexander Geelhood
Neil Nichols
16	Aaron Faust
	Adam & Eric Walrath
18	Ed Baughman
19	Ben Sulisz
	Bonnie Tura
20	Jessica Evans
Janelle Rapson-Lach
21	Warner Krause
22	Tammy Lanam
Adam Marsh
23	Austin Gerke
24	David Mielke
25	Alan Lach
26	Donna Evans
Florence Hall
27	Angela Baker
Mary Pogarch
28	Sherry Bugar
	Isabella Russell
29	Edda Albin
Charles Deeds
Tricia Evans
31	Deanna Abrash
William Baker







OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES

  1	Richard & Viola Chambers
	Jeff & Nancy Marsh
Jim & Patty Wadkins
  5	George & Hazel Richardson
  7	Robert & Jeannine Hosbach
  8	Robert & Dawn Petz
  9	Jeffery & Karen Hantz
10	Charles & Dana Hamlet
	Grant & Karen Neiswinter
12	John & Jean Boyle
17	David & Denise Gerke
25	Robert & Colleen Martin
Richard & Dawn Miller
James & Barbara Morrison

Let the church office know of any dates missing or incorrect.








	
Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Cement Work Fund, 
Debt Fund, Garage Fund, 
New Roof Fund, 
Improved Sound System
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      CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Email: crosslut@bignet.net                                                    Office: 248-437-8810                                Web:www.crossofchristlutheran.org
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Sunday                    Monday          Tuesday         Wednesday     Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	
+ Indicates Holy      
   Communion
	

	
	 
	
	
	1


	2  Stewardship Program
  9:00am Adult Bible Study
10:00am Worship 
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Youth Bible Stdy.
	3
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight  Watchers


	4

7:00pm
Bd. of Evangelism
	5
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation
	6
6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts


	7
7:00pm
Adult Bible Study
“The Truth Project”

	8

      

	9 Stewardship Program
  9:00am Adult Bible Study
10:00am Worship +
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Praise Team
               Rehearsal
	10
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers


	11



	12
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	13
6:30-8:30pm
  Girl Scouts


	14

	15



	16  Stewardship Program 
    Commitment Sunday
  9:00am Adult Bible Study
10:00am Worship 
     Praise Team Sings
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am Youth Bible Stdy.
11:00am Pancake Brunch 
	17
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	18

7:00pm Church
             Council

	19
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	20


	21

	22



	23 9:00am Adult Bible St.
10:00am Worship +
   (Buddenborg Baptism)
10:00am Sunday School
_____________________         
30 Reformation Sunday
   Same Times 
+ Communion & 
   Choir Sings
	24
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

_____________
31
5:30 & 6:30pm
Weight Watchers

	25
    

	26
4:00-5:30pm
      Confirmation

	27


	28

	29
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