CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
24155 Griswold Road
South Lyon, MI  48178
(248) 437-8810
www.crossofchristlutheran.org                                                             Email:  crosslut@bignet.net             

S E P T E M B E R , 2 0 1 1

		Sunday Worship:  10 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.
Sunday School:  10 a.m. – 3 years old by Dec. 1st through fifth grade 
Adult Bible Study:  Sundays 9:00 a.m. & Friday 7:00 p.m. (once a month)
Youth Bible Study:  11 a.m. (designated Sundays)



Dear Beloved Members and Friends,

You may have invited family members or friends to your home for Labor Day.  You texted or called them.  You emailed or snail-mailed invitations.  You bought food and drink for the gathering.  You cleaned your home.  You cut your grass.  Your guests will arrive around the designated time.  Your family members or friends will be with you on Labor Day.

Jesus promises that He is present where two or three come together in His name.  This is a gracious and special presence of Christ.  Our Teacher is with us to teach us important lessons.  Christ teaches us to change and become like little children.  Our Lord teaches us the parable of the lost sheep.  He teaches us the Office of the Keys and promises that our Father in heaven hears and answers our prayers.

Christ is with us to urge us to change and become like little children.  Jesus said to His disciples, “I tell you the Truth, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the Kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”  (Matthew 18: 3, 4)  That little boy had humbled himself, believed in Jesus and was greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.  Whichever disciple would humble himself like the little boy would be greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.

You entered the Kingdom of heaven when you were baptized.  You were spiritually united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.  You received power to live a new life in Christ.  You received spiritual power to daily change and become like a little child.  You received power to daily repent of your sins and receive forgiveness from our Lord.

You can humble yourself like a believing child.  You humbly trust in Jesus and not your good works or life for your citizenship in the Kingdom of heaven.  You humbly and regularly confess Your sins to God.  We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”   Our Father in heaven forgives our trespasses for Jesus’ sake.  Our heavenly Father exalts us by forgiving our sins.  When you humble yourself like a trusting child, you may be great in the Kingdom of heaven.


PASTOR’S LETTER Continued


Jesus taught that the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as little children.  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  (Matt. 19:14)

We can let the little children come to Christ in Holy Baptism.  We can let the little children come to our Lord in Sunday School and Preschool.  Jesus blesses little children in Holy Baptism, Preschool, and Sunday School.

Christ teaches that whoever welcomes a little child in His name welcomes Him.  Let us welcome little children in Jesus’ name when they attend worship services with their parents, family, or friends.  Let’s welcome little children in Jesus’ name when they attend Sunday School or the Ice Cream Social.  We can welcome little kids in Jesus’ name who attend our Christian Preschool.  When we welcome a little child in His name we welcome our Lord.

May God bless you and your family during this month of September and always.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Pastor Terry Nelson


	C H R I S T I A N    E D U C A T I O N

SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume on Sunday, September 11.  Classes are held at 10 a.m. for children three years old (by Dec. 1st) through fifth grade.  Children are dismissed to their classes from the worship service after the opening hymn.

WE THANK Tom & Kelli Hackbardt for serving as Sunday School Directors for the 2011-12 school year.  WE THANK Amy Lockard for her dedication and faithfulness in serving in this position the past four years.

Sunday School TEACHERS are needed.  Prayerfully consider teaching Sunday School this school year. Contact Tom or Kelli Hackbardt at 248-321-5991.

	The Sunday School teachers will host COFFEE HOUR in September – Sunday, September 18 - after the 10:00 a.m. service.



CONFIRMATION instruction, for young people in 7th and 8th grades, begins on Wednesday, Sept. 7, from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  A Confirmation Parents’ meeting is planned for Wednesday, August 31, at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   At that meeting Confirmation format and  requirements will be discussed, and day and time will be confirmed.  If you are interested in having your child join the group but can’t attend the meeting, give Pastor Nelson a call.


	YOUTH in grades 6-12 are meeting periodically for “Fun Nights”  – games, food, and fellowship.  Watch your bulletin for updates.   Bible Study is held at 11 a.m.  on designated Sundays.


	SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Adult Bible Study will be held Sundays at 9 a.m. and resumes on September 11.  We are continuing the study of the book of Proverbs – God’s Gift of Wisdom.  The wisdom of the Lord underlies and supports the universe.  Wisdom is more precious than any worldly wealth.  And God wants to give it to all.  Through faith strengthened by the Holy Spirit working through His Word God provides wisdom.  Proverbs . . . . .
· - seeks to teach us that the foundation of wisdom is the fear of the Lord;
· - seeks to teach us wise living through righteousness and justice;
· - wants us to learn wisdom in family life and how to relate wisely to all people;
· - wants us to recognize the value of instruction, rebuke, advice, and discipline.
ALL ARE INVITED!

	FRIDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Friday Night Bible Study is Back ! !  This year we will be viewing Focus on the Family’s DVD series “The Truth Project.”  Michael Abrash will lead the study.  Refreshments and fellowship will follow the study.

We will meet on Friday evenings every three or four weeks, beginning September 16.  We look forward to having you join us.

“The Truth Project” – An In-Depth Christian Worldview Experience:
Do you really believe that what you believe is really real?  Who is God?  Where did evil come from?  Do I really matter?  Does God care?

The focal point of Focus on the Family’s The Truth Project is the concept of truth itself.  What is truth?  Why is it important?  What role does it play in God’s purposes for the world, our purpose as humans, and God’s plan for salvation through Jesus Christ.

In this study we will see how truth frames the nature of the cosmic battle that rages around us between the truth claims of God and the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.

The Truth Project launches into a systematic and comprehensive tour of looking at all of life from God’s perspective.  Whether we are talking about philosophy and ethics, anthropology, sociology, history or science, God has given to us a standard and a plan for seeing all of life the way He sees it.  And ultimately, because of this, we are called to impact culture by being deeply involved in the world.


	All are welcome . . . .
Ice Cream Social
Sunday, September 11th
after worship
To kick off the beginning of Sunday School, the Board of Evangelism will host the ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL on Sunday, September 11. Sub sandwiches, hot dogs, veggies and dip, and potato chips will be served.  Lots of ice cream and toppings to top off the light lunch OR you can top off lots of ice cream and toppings with a light lunch!  Everyone is invited to come to the Fellowship Hall after church and indulge, and no one will be looking!! Free-will donation.


	CROSS OF CHRIST
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
                                                    “Preschool With a Plus”

Our preschool provides a program for children three and four years old by December 1st of that school year.  We still have openings for three and four year olds.  Pass the word on to friends and family.  Call the church/preschool office with any questions:  248-437-8810.

OPEN HOUSES/Orientation will be held for those children registered on:
4am	Mon.	Sept. 12       9:30-10:30am
3am	Tues.	Sept. 13       9:30-10:30am
3pm	Tues.	Sept. 13     11:00am-Noon

The FIRST DAYS of class are as follows:

The Monday-Wednesday class begins on Wednesday, September 14.
The Tuesday-Thursday classes begin on Thursday, September 15.

Morning classes meet from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Afternoon classes meet from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.

Consider a gift to the Preschool Scholarship Fund to provide tuition help for families with need.

We are blessed to have our staff returning:
	Janelle Lach, Teacher-Director	
	Lynne Lach, Aide
	Julie Mattison, Aide
	Marci Wasilko, Aide

We are sad to say good-bye to our aide, Kelly Nuttall, who was with our preschool as a parent first and then aide for the past sixteen years.  Kelly’s children are older now and she is seeking a full time position.  God bless her, Jim, and her family!

The Preschool Board will meet on Tuesday, August 30, at 7 p.m.

	CHURCH 
NURSERY


A Church Nursery has been organized for toddlers and preschoolers during the worship service.  We are looking for adults and young people to take turns caring for the little ones in the Preschool (Fellowship Hall) area.  Contact Kindsey at 248-943-2985 if you can serve.  The cry room is still available for parents to care for their infants.

	ADULT CHOIR


People of all voices are needed -(soprano, alto, tenor, and bass).   If you enjoy singing praises to God, please prayerfully consider singing in the Choir.  Speak with Pastor Nelson if interested.  Our Choir plans on singing once a month.



	WOMEN’S OUTREACH is planning a Bake Sale and needs your help.  

“THE APPLE FEST”
“ALL THINGS APPLE!”
Sunday, September 25

Home baked goodies, apple cakes, pies, cookies, etc.  
Handmade apple gifts, pot holders, magnets. etc.

First wanted - - - - bakers and makers
Second needed - - - -- buyers!!!!

We are hoping for a fun and yummy Sunday.

Women’s Outreach will meet the third Saturday of the month in the conference room – Saturday, September 17, at 10 a.m.  We try to plan events that are fun and also a few money makers.  This helps purchase items not included in the budget.  We will be discussing “The Apple Fest.”  Other ideas for discussion will be a Halloween Bake Sale, and for December a “Christmas only” rummage sale and maybe a progressive dinner.  All ladies are invited, and new ideas will be welcomed.

RUMMAGE SALE
THANK YOU to Nancy Ulrich and Women’s Outreach for organizing the RUMMAGE SALE held in June.  Thank you to all who donated items and gave of their time to help!  We raised about $1600 at the sale.


	COFFEE HOUR – 
                                      Third Sunday of the month after worship

Church Council is implementing something new for Coffee Hour this year.  The Schedule below indicates which boards will host by setting up, supplying coffee and doughnuts, and then cleaning up.  A sign up sheet will be posted a few weeks before on the Information Board for members to donate items for coffee hour.  It is the Council’s hope that this will help with spreading the responsibility among more of our members.

     September     Sunday School Teachers           January               Board of Trustees
     October          Preschool Board                         February             Altar Guild
     November      Thanksgiving Dinner                   March                 Women’s Outreach
     December      Board of Elders                           April                    Church Council
                                                                                May                    Stewardship & Evang.

The above schedule is subject to change, based on other church events.

	THANK YOU
 
 .  .   .   .  to James & Carole Bedard for providing two new First Aid Kits, available in the church kitchen and narthex of the church.



	HELP NEEDED

The Trustees are looking for someone to volunteer their time and talent doing some painting.  We will supply the paint and supplies.  Call Bonnie (248-349-1555) or the church office if you can help out.

USHERS NEEDED

More Ushers are needed.  Ushers serve once a month on a team of four.  See Pastor Nelson if you can serve.  


	YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

I was informed of this wonderful opportunity for High School Students. If they recruit donors, and host a Red Cross Blood Drive, they can receive a college scholarship from the American Red Cross.
 
   If they have 30+ donors, they receive $500 toward their college education.
   If they have 46+ donors, they receive $750.
   If they have 65+ donors, the amount is $1000!
   If they have less than 30 donors, their scholarship amount would be $250. 
   If there are two students working on the drive, they split the difference.
 
The way you get this many donors is by using the donor list supplied by the American Red Cross, which shows you previous donors in the area, who are eligible at the time of the drive to donate. You advertise throughout the community. You get everyone you know to donate- aunts, uncles, grandparents, parents, mom, dad, sister, brother and all of your friends and their older siblings!  Whoever you know. 16 year olds can now donate, with consent from their parent.  
The best news? I have experience, and I can help the student with the drive. 
 
So, if your high school student is interested in this exciting opportunity, please let me know so we may reserve a day at the church and schedule with the American Red Cross.  We can do two to four drives a year, so there are plenty of opportunities for everyone to host a drive during their high school years.
 
Thank you,
 Amy Lockard 

	2011 ALTAR FLOWERS


There are still some dates available to sign up for Altar Flowers through the end of the calendar year.  Sign up for those important dates in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, etc. or in memory of loved ones.  Vases are available for $16 each and may be taken home after worship.  Two vases are available each Sunday.  (You do not need to sign up for both.)  Checks are made out to “Cross of Christ” – designated “Altar Flowers.”






	VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
Group’s “PandaMania”

We were blessed with just under 100 children enrolled and another 50 adults and young people helping.  Our VBS offering went to support the mission and ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Pontiac.  St. Paul reaches out to families amidst the difficult challenges of poverty, gang violence, and crime.  The offering was designated for their Sunday School program.

SPECIAL THANKS to our VBS Directors, Bonnie & Ron Reichert (Crafts) and Julie Mattison (Music), and our many teachers and helpers for their works of faith before, during, and after VBS!  Also, thank you to Amy Deeds for coordinating VBS Snacks, Janet Head for teaching the Bible Lessons, and Lynne Lach & Gretchen Gorman for leading Recreation.

There are a few craft and decorating items available for sale on the Gathering Hall table.

Thank you to our many helpers:
Claudia Abrash                                                            Rebecca Kreipke
Gary & Edda Albin                                                       Janelle, Onnalee, & Shealyn Lach
Sue & Sarah Ash                                                         Dawn Lanczki
Angie Bentham                                                            Robin Linfield
Jennifer & Shelley Besler                                            Amy, Rosie, & Drake Lockard
Lexie Bowman                                                             Emily & Shelby Martin
Denise Braun                                                               Corrine Onuskanich
Micah Czuchnowski                                                     Dawn, Alyssa, & Bobby Petz
Matthew Deeds                                                            Lindsay Pietruch
Doreen Echols                                                             Lori & Lauren Savanyu
Carol Erb                                                                     Patti Sprunger
Clarice French                                                             Nancy Ulrich
Amanda Hackbardt                                                      Patty Wadkins
Stacy Hoffman                                                             Devon Walrath
Angela Kirkland                                                           Drake Wyman





	THRIVENT CHOICE

Thrivent’s Choice Dollars program allows eligible members to help direct grant funds to thousands of enrolled Lutheran Organizations, such as our church and preschool.  Members eligible for Choice Dollars are notified through a letter from Thrivent.

Members can check their program status and current available Choice Dollars at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by phone at 800-847-4836 (say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt).  Thank you for calling to designate “Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool” as your designated choice for Choice Dollars.  Call Raeann Kusch at 734-432-7777, our Thrivent representative, for product information.


	


AREA NEWS

CROP Hunger WALK will be held on Saturday, September 17, at 9:00 a.m. benefiting Active Faith Community Services and the needy throughout this country and the world.  Individual Walker/Sponsor envelopes can be picked up on the entryway table in advance of the Walk to collect pledges.

LIFE LINE Screening:  First Baptist Church, South Lyon, Friday, Sept. 23.  Vascular packages from $129.  Call 1-800-690-6313 to register.

WOMEN’S RETREAT – Treasures in Clay Pots – Friday, November 11 (5 p.m.) – Sat., Nov. 12 (5 p.m.) – Colombiere Conf. Center, Clarkston Michigan.  An uplifting look at Corinthians, fellowship, music, craft, and delicious meals.  Contact Nancy Engling (734-591-0224) or Raeann Kusch (734-432-7777).

2011 FALL BIBLE SALE
For a limited time, Concordia Publishing House is offering discounts on The Lutheran Study Bible, Concordia Self-Study Bible, The Story Bible, and more.  Go to cph.org or call 1-800-325-3040 to place an order.  They make nice Christmas gifts!

HOLY LAND TRIP:
Travel with Concordia College, New York.  January 24-February 2, 2012.  Only $2,499 from New York.  Contact Rev. Dwyer at 914-337-9300, ext. 2198; or Gregory.dwyer@concordia-ny.edu.

	EMAIL ADDRESSES

We are continuing to collect email addresses to inform you of upcoming church activities, youth events, special worship services, and funeral services, etc.  Our congregation has decided to no longer mail out newsletters.  If you would like this newsletter be emailed to you,                  email us at crosslut@bignet.net.

Throughout the month, you can go online to check out our church’s web page:
www.crossofchristlutheran.org


	MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

SUMMER BIRTHS:                            

Hailey Joann Bray			                     Juliet Renee Bugar
Child of Larry & Lindsay Bray		          Child of Michael & Cortney Bugar
June 1, 2011                                                      July 19, 2011

BAPTISM:

Hailey Joann Bray
Child of Larry & Lindsay Bray
July 10, 2011







	SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS

 4	Myron Nims
 5	Ryan Gates
Alexander Loukas
Andrew Loukas
 7	David Gerke
Karin Wolski
 8	Frank Huber
Jacquelyn Zimmerman
 9	Emma Rancour
10	Steven Petsch
12	Lea Faust
Aidan Lockard
15	Steve Gorman
19	Matthew Deeds
21	Alexis Bowman
22	Tom Flook
Evan King
26	Evelyn Oliver
27	Kirsten Lanam
Ryan Stevenson
30	Julie Loukas

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

  2	Brent & Lisa Sterling
10	Myron & Jo Ann Nims
13	David & Carol Mielke
16	James & Angela Baker
17	Keith & Beverly Pixley
25	Mike & Marci Wasilko

Please inform the church office of any missing dates or errors.



Looking to donate to a special need?
Consider the following funds:

Debt Fund, Garage Fund, 
Cement Work Fund,
New Roof Fund
Improved Sound System



	STEWARDHIP
CORNER

Serving God

Through faith, we live to serve God rather than ourselves.  We acknowledge that God has created and redeemed us and that He is in control.  Our joy and peace come from worshiping and serving Him.  We understand that our purpose in life is to serve our Heavenly Father.  In contrast, people of the world live to serve themselves.  Unfortunately, we live in a “me” era.  Our society promotes a selfish and egotistical cost.  “Have it your way” is a phrase that captures the philosophy of life in America.  Money, selfish ambition, power, and success are the important things in life to most people.

In our faith service for others, we are serving the Lord.  Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of My brothers, you did it to Me”  (Matt. 25:40).

God has made us for the purpose of doing good and serving others.  In writing to the church in Galatia Paul exhorted, “Let us not grow weary of doing good”  (Gal. 6:9).  Whether we are working in the church, volunteering in our communities, or helping others, when we toil in the strength of the Lord, we are not to grow weary.  “God gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength . .  They shall mount up with wings like eagles; they will run and not be weary . . “
(Isaiah 40: 29, 31).

God gives us both strength to do good and have joy in our service.  Solomon tells us, “Whoever brings blessings will be enriched”  (Prov. 11:25).





S E P T E M B E R   2 0 1 1
      CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Email: crosslut@bignet.net                                                 Office: 248-437-8810                                   Web:www.crossofchristlutheran.org
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Sunday                    Monday          Tuesday         Wednesday     Thursday        Friday              Saturday
	
+ Indicates Holy
   Communion
	
	Aug. 30

7:00pm
   Preschool Board
	Aug. 31

7:00pm
   Confirmation
   Parents’ Meeting 

	1


	2

	3

	4    

10:00am Worship
  

	5

Labor Day
	6

7:00pm  Board of
     Evangelism
	7

4:00-5:30pm
   Confirmation
	8

6:30-8:30pm
   Girl Scouts


	9


	10



	11 

  9:00am Adult Bible Study
 10:00am Worship +
 10:00am Sunday School
11:15am ICE CREAM
               SOCIAL
	12
9:30am
  Preschool
  Orientation
5:30 & 6:30pm
   Weight
   Watchers

	13
9:30am
  Preschool
  Orientation


	14
9:30am
1st day of Preschool


4:00-5:30pm
   Confirmation
	15
9:30am
1st day of Preschool



	16
7:00pm
The Truth Project
Bible Study
 


	17

10:00am
    Women’s Outreach

  


	18  
  9:00am Adult Bible Study
10:00am Worship
   Praise Team Sings 
10:00am Sunday School
11:00amYouth Bible Study
11:00am Coffee Hour/
   Sunday School Teachers
11:00am Board of Elders
	19

5:30 & 6:30pm
   Weight  
   Watchers

	20


7:00pm
Church Council


	21

4:00-5:30pm
   Confirmation
   
	22



	23


	24



	25  
  9:00am Adult Bible Study
 10:00am Worship +
 10:00am Sunday School
“The Apple Fest”
 Bake Sale

	26

5:30 & 6:30pm
   Weight 
   Watchers

	27



	28

4:00-5:30pm
   Confirmation
	29


	30

	



